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YASAS IN VEGAS WITH THE GREAT DAVID COPPERFIELD vetaits in page 2

Certificate Course inh Masgic

The SLMC will launch a Certificate Course in Magic which is open for both
members and non-members. There will be three, four-hour sessions held in three
consecutive months. Members are encouraged not only to join the course but also
bring in friends and relations who are interested in learning magic.

Details to follow.
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Eugene Burger no more OBITUARY

w M I ‘ |" Eugene Burge_r was repgted for his_ close-up skills and his It is with deep regret we

—_— work in mentalism and bizarre magic. He passed away on .

I l August 8th, 2017 in Chicago. announce the passing

| He frequently taught at the McBride Magic & Mystery School in away of Suranga

Las Vegas, Nevada and was the author of books on the Gunatillake daughter of
presentation of close up magic. He was also a philosopher and our very senior Life
a historian of religion. Eugene had degrees in philosophy and Member M D J
earned a Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1964 from Yale .
University and taught university courses in comparative Gunatillake °f_Wadduwa'
religion and philosophy. Readers may remember that we ran May she attain eternal
an article from him in the Wand a few years ago. (o] [EX

ST

Yasas in Vegas
Life Member Yasas Gunaratne is currently on tour in Las Vegas. He has met with several leading
“+ magicians including the great David Copperfield. In last month's Wand where we featured an article on
the wealthiest magicians in the world, David Copperfield topped the list as the richest magician.

B SINPLE MAGIC YRICK ROR YOU 6 LEAR

Cup Through Table

Effect: A cup or glass vanishes when wrapped in a sheet of paper.

Secref: A piece of paper wrapped around the cup or glass will retain the shape of the cup — even affer the
magician has secretly dropped the cup into his lap.

Props: A cup or glass, any small object and a sheet of newspaper or tissue paper.

Preparation: Select a piece of newspaper slightly larger than the cup so that it will cover it completely with
some overlap.

Presentation: Place the cup over any small object and wrap the paper around it. Ask the audience what is
under the cup. Everyone will, of course, suspect that you are about to vanish the object. Lift the paper and
cup to reassure everyone that the object is still on the table. Moving the wrapped cup slightly towards you,
just clear of the table relax your hold so that the cup is allowed to quietly drop into your lap, out of sight of
the audience, of course, whose attention is still focused on the object.The paper will retain the shape of the
cup. When you again place the paper over the object, you must maintain the illusion that you are replacing
both paper and cup. Wave your hand mysteriously over the "cup" and claim that you will make the object
vanish. When you lift the "cup” the object is still there. Remove the object but replace the "cup”. Tell the
audience that something must have gone wrong and you are unable to vamsh the object, so you have decided
to vanish the cup instead! At that moment dramatically smash your hand down onto the paper which will
flatten, giving the appearance that the "cup” has penetrated the table. Bring the cup from under the table
(removing 1t from your lap, in one smooth movement) and replace it on the table.
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The Audience co Huways Right! .. .. (even when they are wrong)

by Stuart Bowie, The Strolling Magician

In many forms of magic the audience come together
expecting to be entertained. One of the differences about
working close up is that the potential audience may not
have chosen to watch , indeed they may not even be aware
that entertainment is on offer. Different people react
differently to the unexpected offer to watch some magic and
by now | recognise categories, each responding differently
to the approach of cheerful Charlie with a breezy "Hello. I'm
the magician!” The scale runs roughly from the 'Magic
Hater' to 'Magic Lover'.

The True Magic Hater exists. Now | know that comes as a
shock so I'll say it again s-l-o-w-I-y. The True Magic Hater
exists. There are people who hate magic, hate magicians,
hate everything and anything connected to magic. Take my
advice. When you meet one of these cut and run. This is
not the time for proselytising. It is not your job to convert the
unconvertible. Paradoxically in small numbers the T.T.M.H.
is a bonus. Encounter one on a busy night and it is one less
table to do!

A close relation is the Pseudo Magic Hater. The P.M.H.
thinks they hate magic and if asked "Would you like to see
some magic?", will always say "NO!". Tommy Wonder
pointed that they are avoiding what they imagine you're
magic to be like. As they have never seen you perform, how
can they not like your magic? The P.M.H. can be converted.
Show them one trick. If they still don't want to watch then
smile, thank them and depart for pastures green. Get it right
though and more often than not you can convert the P.M.H.,
they might even become fans.

True Lovers can be spotted a mile off, they are the couple
letting the food go cold and eating each other. This may
seem pretty obvious but True Lovers have other things on
their minds and do not usually want to see a card trick.
Speak to them, but keep it brief, wish them happy whatever,
smile and tip toe away. They may not see you go. On
second thought they may not have seen you arrive. But
beware, if you ever encounter groups of people behaving
like True Lovers you have probably wandered into the
wrong venue. Groups of people eating each other are
definitely not interested in seeing a card trick. Leave
immediately before the police arrive. All publicity is not good
publicity.

Scientists have never heard about the "willing suspension
of disbelief". They insist on dreaming up impossible
conditions for the performance "Ah! But can you do it if |
look inside, underneath, tie you hands up and suspend you
from the ceiling?" Well, “No actually, this is a magic
performance and | cheat.” | often wonder if the Scientists
leap up in the middle of Shakespeare to declare "If you
really are Hamlet let me see you birth certificate.”

Scientists are a pain. They limit the material you do to the
angle perfect and deprive themselves of some of your best
work. As always be nice. No one employs a magician to
upset the customers, but don't engage with the game, even
if you win you lose. Show them some of your very best
lateral brain stoppers, remember to smile again as you exit
gracefully.

My least favourite is the Smart Alex Kid. S.A.K. is typically
a boy, between nine and eleven years old, supremely
confident, supremely wrong, S.A.K. provides a running
commentary to the performance with false but confident
explanations. The worst thing is that S.M.K. is nearly
always accompanied by Smug Parent. S.P thinks that the
sun shine out of S.A.K's bum. The look, if not the
intervention, says " There then Mr Magician, you can't fool
our Kevin who is so smart!" One of the comforting things
about Smug Parent is that they are notoriously unreliable.
Do something that clearly does fool Kevin and SP is quick
to change sides. "There then Kevin, explain that!". Do |
sound as if this is confrontational, a battle? Don't be
deceived, this is not a battle - it's outright war.

Beware the Bored Couple. Married for eight hundred years
they said everything there ever was to say during the first
three months. Now they have come out for the night,
hoping to relieve the boredom. You provide entertainment,
human contact, conversation. They will watch you all night.
Don't get enmeshed. One foot into the tar pool and you
may be there for life. Two tricks, maybe three. One
conversation only. Take your pick - how you started in
magic; is Derren Brown really the devil incarnate;
magicians of the past ; how you learn new tricks; joining
the magic circle or whatever. One and one conversation
only then LEAVE. I'll say that again LEAVE. If your ego
needs this prolonged attention you are seriously sick.
LEAVE DAMN You!!

Most audiences, thank goodness, are Middle of the Road
Lovelies. They like the magic, laugh at the right places and
clap to order. Afterwards they tell the management you
were wonderful and to keep using the magician. They are
they stock in trade of the working magician. Look after
them. Do you very best stuff. Be polite. Keep them wanting
more. Smile. (lots). M.O.T.R.L's make the world go around

Last but not least the True Magic Lovers. Yes they do exist.
I'll say that again s-l-o-w-I-y. True Magic Lovers exist. The
T.M.L's love magic. They will love you. Whatever you do
they will be amazed. They just love magic, good magic,
bad magic, they just love it. T.M.L's are critical and will
appreciate your best stuff as well as the vin ordinare, but at
heart they just love magic. Save them. Cherish them.
There are so few, so refined, so developed in taste, so
discerning, as we True Magic Lovers!

(G

Stuart Bowie (stuart@strolling-magician.co.uk) is
an experienced sleight of hand magician
performing magic in a contemporary style. He has
over thirty years experience and is an active
member of the Northern Magic Circle, the
International Brotherhood of Magicians and a
founder member of the Cumbrian Magic Circle.
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"No performer should
attempt to bite off
red-hot iron unless
he has a good set of
teeth.”

Harry Houdini
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Happy Birthday Gift from Petro
to all members s
celebrating their | ;
birthdays in August | =
August 3 Clarance Heendeniya I'-'I‘j
August 5 Wasantha Meewaddana 1
August 19 M. D. J. Gunatilleke ,TJ
August 31 Priyantha Gamage ~]
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brother are world famous illusion manufacturers and their clients include
6 ﬁﬁ&ﬁ)ﬁl@ &fﬁé @@ 8@ gaﬁ}aj' magicians like Franz Harare. He has gifted the SLMC a copy of his book
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- Petro when he visited in 2013

The gifted book

Petro Guido of Ukraine was on a brief holiday in Sri Lanka. He and his

“Teleportation” which gives the blueprints and instructions to make this

ememe 9858 B 768 gofiB 30| | stunning ilusion.
@ b c8edaNe:

Readers may remember that he was in Sri Lanka in 2013 too and visited
156.
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Some of the
yisitors to
Magic Night

Gayan discovers soul-mates through magic

" MAGIC CIF

Dasun in action President Rohan with the three young performers of the evening
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Continued from Page 7

Music was provided by the members of a band known as The Strangers which had been started by VP Shelton and
performed in the 1960s.

There was a mini entrance draw and four lucky winners received prizes. The picture shows President Rohan making the

presentation.
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Devsiri Fernando
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