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February Get-together & Annual General Meeting - 28.02.2016
The SLMC Annual General Meeting 2016 was held at the “Vismithapaya” on 28/02/2016 commencing around 10.00
am.This was also the members monthly get together for February. The following Members were present:
AjithFernando, Amarasiri Wijesinghe, Asanka K. Pathirana, Chandrasena Gamage, Chenul Perera, Chrisantha Silva,
Devsiri Fernando, Dinesh Thangavel, Gayan Wickramage, Emil Eranga, Hiran Seneviratne, Lalith Wickemasinghe, Joy
De Silva, M. K. Wimalasena, Nelson Jayawardhana, Priyantha Gamage, Ranjith Silva, Rohan Jayasekara, Ronald de
Alwis, Sambuddika Rathnayake, Shelton Jayasekera, Sanjeewa Hewapathirane, Sumangala Silva, Suranjith De Soysa,
Thusitha Jayasekera, U. Abayakumara, W. S. Botheju, Wilhelm Perera, Yasitha Jayamal, Yogitha Anthony and visiting
magician Alan Williams from UK.
Excused: H. D. N. Gunasekara, Terry Amerasekera.
The Annual General Meeting was called to order at 10.15am by The President, Mr. Rohan Jayasekera. A one minute
silence was observed to respect all deceased members of the society.

Below are the new Board Members and Committee Members elected at the AGM.
President:
Mr. Rohan Jayasekara
General Secretary:
Mr. Chrisantha Silva
Executive Vice President:
Mr. Devsiri Fernando
Vice Presidents:
VP - Special Projects and Fund Raising: Mr. Lalith Wickremasinghe
VP - Contests and Administration:
Mr. Suranjith De Soysa
VP - Training:
Mr. Shelton Jayasekara
VP - Welfare:
Mr. Asanka K. Pathirana
VP - Marketing:
No person was elected
Treasurer:
Mr. Amarasiri Wijesinghe
Assistant Secretary:
Mr. Eranga Gunawardena
Chief Internal Auditor:
Lt. Col.(rtd) Ronald De Alwis
Post of Librarian:
Mr. Asanka K. Pathirana
Post of Editor:
Mr. H.D.N Gunasekara
Members volunteered to serve on the committee
Mr. Sanjeewa Hewapathirane
Mr. Emil Eranga Hamer
Mr. Hiran Senewiratne
Mr. Sambuddhika Rathnayake
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Presentation to Honorary Life Membership
Senior member Mr. Chandrasena Gamage was awarded the ‘Honorary Life Members’ status.
He was presented with a personalized insignia and a certificate by the President. Speaking to the gathering , Mr. Gamage
thanked SLMC for the recognition given and he shared some of the memories with the audience.
The AGM was concluded around 12.45 PM.
After the AGM it was the performance time. Alan Williams (A.I.M.C.) the visiting magician from U.K. came forward with
his presentation. It was a show with various tricks that was enjoyed by the audience.
A new member Mr. Nuwan De Silva administered his oath by the President Rohan Jayasekera. Thereafter Nuwan
performed few tricks including card tricks and ring locks.

The proceedings of the day were concluded with the lunch. It was another interesting day that came to an end around
1.30 pm.
-Crishantha-

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Thank you for re electing me once again as your President. Time had run out sooner
than I thought to full fill many a tasks in hand. The Stage area and the damaged front
wall and gate were completed during this period, successfully.
The new board met on the second week of this month and once again a week after so
that positive decisions could be carried out on to a time schedule.
Members are encouraged to bring in new members to strengthen the circle as a
whole and its activities.
Let us unite and work as a team to elevate the art of magic from Sri Lanka to
International recognition.
Rohan Jayasekara
President.

MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL SECRETARY
Thank you very much for electing me as the General Secretary for another year. It is an
honor to be the General Secretary of the Sri Lanka Magic Circle. The year ahead is
challenging. We need the support of all members to accomplish our tasks for 2016.
SLMC needs resources to perform work better, smarter, faster and more cost effectively.
I kindly request all our members for their active participation in our projects and
monthly meetings. I am confident that with the support and innovative ideas from
members the SLMC can achieve a lot in 2016.
Chrisantha Silva
General Secrretary
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Down the memory lane

by HDN

‘Doyen of Magic’ in Sri Lanka …. Gate Mudaliyar
A.C.G.S.Amarasekara
Last January I met Trevin at the SLMC Get-together,and it was our first meeting. Trevin Hannibal
is the youthful President of the IBM-Ring 139. After the usual introductions, the conversation
turned towards the history. When I mentioned about Mudaliyar Amarasekara pointing at his
portrait, Trevin said that he had heard of him but didn’t know much. Mudaliyar Amarasekara
was the founder President of both SLMC and IBM-139. I thought it was my duty to write about
ACGS for the benefit of the “Generation Y”.
nd

Further in the SLMC calendar, the month of March is Mudaliyar Amarasekara’s month. His was born on March 2 , 1883 and passed
th
away on March 19 , 1983. He lived 100 years and 17 days.
"My acquaintance with Gate Mudaliyar A.C.G.S. Amarasekara was limited to the last few years of his life. I met him at the first
SLMC Convention I attended. It was in 1979 at the Hotel Ranmuthu, Kollpity. Nihal Weerasinghe the master of the ceremony
introduced me to the Mudaliyar as a new comer. In 1980 I was in UK on a study tour. As an enthusiastic novice I made use of the
th
opportunity to attend the 44 Convention of the British Ring at Brighton. Bill Stickland the renowned Secretary of the British Ring
(IBM Ring 25) inquired me about Mr. Amarasekara of Ceylon, who had won limelight at one of their conventions in 1940s. He was
amazed when I told him that the very Amarasekara was our president then, at the ripe old age of 97. 1981, I was fortunate to
receive the ‘Runner-up Trophy’ of the ‘Magician of the Year’ contest, from Mudaliyar’s hands (the one and only trophy I won in
Magic). As a member of the organizing committee of the “Mudaliyar Amarasekara Felicitation Festival” in 1982, I visited him
several times at his residence No.13, Dawson Road. When informed that all the performing members of the SLMC would take part
at the show, this 99 year old ‘Doyen of Magic’, volunteered, saying “Very good, I too will perform there”. 1983, no sooner I was
elected as the Editor of “The Wand”, the legendary personality passed away leaving me the unexpected burden of dedicating my
first edition of ‘The Wand’ for him."
His full name goes as Abraham Christopher Gregory Sooriyarachchi Amarasekara, but fondly referred by “ACGS” or “The
Mudaliyar”. His father, Rev. Abraham Sooriyarachchi Amarasekera was a scholarly Minister of the Church. Being a son of an
Anglican priest at the height of the British rule, our hero enjoyed a privileged childhood with many opportunities and had the
access to the best of all at the time.
He started his schooling at Prince of Wales College, Moratuwa; and then moved to St. Thomas' College, Mutwal. At St.Thomas,
young Amarasekera proved his capabilities as a born artist. He was the cartoonist of their hostel magazine “The Dormitory” which
was edited by Francis Molamure. Late Prime Minister D.S.Senanayake was a class mate of him. His school not only provided
opportunities for his artistic abilities but also encouraged his love for the theatre. Thomian theatre, famed for its presentation of
Shakespeare plays made him an actor helping his talent as a magician to blossom. (Like most of the great magicians ‘ACGS’ too, was
first smitten by the ‘Magic Bug’ as a child, seeing an Itinerary street magician.)
ACGS put his hand in magic as a teenager in 1897. He related the following story in one of his witty speeches …………. revealing an
experience he had as a mischievous teenager;
“___When I was a younger boy than I am now, a teenager; my father caught me trying to hypnotize a nice looking servant girl we
had. I tried to explain my father that I was trying to practice that trick of levitating a girl in mid-air without any physical means of
support. But he did not swallow that story and he locked me up for the night in the Godown. That night I performed my first
HOUDINI Act, escaping from a lock-up, and left home. A few days after I saw a notice in the news paper over my father’s name. It
read “All will be forgiven. Please don’t come back ……..“
Mudaliyar dedicated his first book on conjuring written in Sinhala language “weianekaÿï” in 1932.
“To my father Rev.A.S.Amarasekara ; who did not hesitate to punish me when got caught doing tricks on others in my childhood,
yet encouraged me today to teach the conjuring secrets to my countrymen by translating them into simple Sinhala” (Prior to this
he had published the book "Gay Deceptions" in English. A copy of “weianekaÿï” is available in the SLMC Library.)
Rev. Amarasekera wanted his son to follow the family tradition of joining the church. However, being a gifted student with
aesthetic talents ACGS persuaded aesthetic path of studies to become a visual artist. His painting ‘The Kitten’ was awarded the first
prize at the Ceylon Society of Arts’ Annual Exhibition of 1903. As the school knew his capacity in magic as well, he was requested to
give a magic show in aid of the college building fund. Warden Stone, introducing ACGS said “As in his painting, so in the art of
magic he deceives the eye without deluding the mind of the spectators”.
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After leaving school in 1907, ACGS joined the famous H.W.Cave & Co. to study Commercial Art. Then he worked at the Survey
General's Office as a draughtsman. Later secured a place as a lecturer in fine arts at Ceylon Technical College, Maradana; and while
working there he visited St. Joseph's and Ladies College to teach art. Simultaneously he continued his love for magic, ventriloquism
and mesmerism and developed the skills in all branches of ‘Magic’. A multi-faceted genius……
‘ACGS’ married Ms. Mable Beatrice Pereira in 1908. Soon he founded his “SCHOOL OF ART” at the ‘Atalier’ on Reid Avenue. Many
th
artists who made a name in mid 20 century were the products of his school. (Later the ‘Atalier’ was well established and shifted
to No. 13 Dawson Road, Colombo 05. The Dawson Road was renamed in honor of this genius as ‘Amarasekara Mawatha’ on his
th
nd
100 Birthday on 2 March 1983, by H.E. President, J.R.Jayawardane.)
ACGS seems to be very active in all spheres of his talents during this period, a letter he received from a general practitioner in 1908
says……
“I saw you mesmerize some people. I was much struck with the success of the performance. I am a medical man and this is to
inquire if you could give me some lessons which will be useful to me in my profession………..Dr.H.P.Wijesinghe, LRCP&S (Edin) ”
It was in 1913 that ‘ACGS’ did the big leap taking the Magic & Conjuring to the “theater”. Thereby he raised Magic in Ceylon to the
artistic level and to the audiences of learning and culture. Under the stage name “Gay Deceiver” he staged his first public show with
of Sir Robert Charmers, Governor of Ceylon; as the chief guest at the ‘Public Hall’ Colombo. (Public Hall was, at Chatham Street). It
was full two hour show of entertainment with Conjuring, Illusions, Ventriloquism, Mesmerism, Shadow-grapy and Lightning
Sketches.
The interest in the conjuring as a theatre art was felt. In 1916 the visit of ‘Madame Twenka’, a Japanese lady magician crated
interest among some other youngsters to dabble with conjuring. ACGS became the Secretary of the Ceylon Society of Arts in 1919.
The Manager of the Toy Department of the H.W.Cave & Co. Mr. Harold Holden, was an amateur magician himself. He had contacts
with those who were interested in Magic because Caves was the place where books on Magic and other recreational hobbies were
available at the time. Those interested in Magic, flocked together and exchanged ideas for self improvements. At one of those
meetings Harold suggested ‘ACGS’ of initiating a club for ‘Magic’. The idea culminated by inaugurating the ‘Association of Ceylon
th
Magicians’ (A.C.M.) on 18 February 1922 with a public show at the Regent Hall, Regent Street. (IBM, the International
th
Brotherhood of Magicians started on 10 February 1922 in USA just a week prior to the ACM)
Within a short period the ACM grown to be a well established society in Ceylon with regular meetings and public shows. President
Amarasekara’s social status, personal contacts and influence in the higher circles was a major factor behind the success of ACM. In
1924 Mudaliyar was decorated with MBE (Member of the British Empire) for his activities in the social arena.
ACGS & Douglas in 1923 &1937

His son, Douglas Amarasekara followed in his father’s footsteps and
performed as the "Gay Deceiver Junior”. In late 1930s young Douglas
considered a genius; he was a painter, pianist, violinist, organist, actor,
magician and scholar, all rolled into one. He excelled in mathematics.
ACGS decided to take his son to Cambridge for higher studies, at a time of
impending World War. Both father and son left for U.K. in 1939. Even
there he did not put aside his ‘Paint Brush’ and the ‘Wand’. He started
painting and entertained British’s with his talents in magic and
ventriloquism.
“Amarasekara father and son Art Exhibition of 200 paintings of Ceylon”
st
was declared open on 1 September 1939 in London. On the very date
Hitler had threatened to bomb London. The Universities were closed
temporary and they got stranded in England. Rev. C.V.A. McEachern a family friend of Rev.
Amarasekaea, who worked in Ceylon in 1920s, invited them to his Kirkmaberck Manse,
Creetown, Scotland and took care of them. In his fifties Mudaliyar was a daring man to
take up any challenge. He opted for a position as an entertainer to the troops overseas.
Mudaliyar went to France with the First British Expeditionary Force (B.E.F.). His services as a
Magical entertainer could best be described by quoting a letter of another Ceylonese
Chandra Goonaratna; Welfare Officer, B.E.F Headquarters, Boulogne.
Quote- “We began the first show at 4.30 at a big improvised British Indian Hospital. A large
enthusiastic crowd had gathered; Stretcher cases in front then came those in wheel-chairs,
crutches and the rest including the domestic staff of Nurses and others………
His
performance was superb, audience response was keenly appreciative. I have seen the Gay
Deceiver performs many a time since that memorable night, I have not seen him perform
with greater enthusiasm and incentive than he did then; the tension, the setting, the
uncertainty of what was going to happen while the Air-Raid warnings were screeching overhead, all contributed to his performance. It was unforgettable.” –unquote.
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In 1940 Mudaliyar Amarasekara was decorated by King George V himself at Buckingham Palace with the insignia of the “Officer of
the British Empire” –O.B.E.- Throughout the war in the United Kingdom the Mudaliyar continued to entertain troops braving
London raids over and over again. This was how he became known among the Magical community in U.K. In recognition of his War
time services the British Ring elected him as Honorary Member. His performance before the Magic Circle at St. George’s Hall,
London was specially commended
in “The Magic Circlular” the organ of the Magic Circle. Mudaliyar Amarasekaara participated at the first post-war Magicians’
Convention held by the British Ring (I.B.M. Ring
No.25). His act, “Magic of the East”, won third place at the entertainment that followed, the Civic Reception given by the Mayer of
Hereford. He was invited to propose the toast at the banquet.
Mudaliyar and his son Douglas, who was not second to his father as a Magical Entertainer, had placed Ceylon on the Map of the
World Magic. In “Who’s Who in Magic” published by Will Goldstone. Both father and his son appeared in the section for distinguish
amateur Magicians along with Edward, the Prince of Wales (Duke of Windsor).
(Following his academic achievements at the Cambridge University, Douglas joined the University of Ceylon
and culminated his career as the Professor of Mathematics. Though he had somewhat distanced from
‘Magic’ during his professional career, he was acknowledged as a foremost mathematician, astronomer,
musician, pianist, poet, dramatist, short story writer, artist, scientist and philosopher; and dubbed as the
‘Socrates of Sri Lanka’ among the intellectual circles. He could speak and converse in more than twelve
languages. He could read and write more than sixty languages-Not exaggerated, I believe-. Douglas passed
away in 2001 at the age of 83. )

Douglas

Amarasekaras returned to Ceylon in 1949. Shortly after, the Secretary of the I.B.M. wrote to ACGS suggesting to form an IBM Rring
in Ceylon. “We have one in Bombay and one at Calcutta” he said “and if we could have one in Ceylon this will give a wonderful
representation of our organization in the vicinity of India. You are certain to be the man to lead this Ring.”
Mudliyar replied “ My impulse was to tell you how happy I would be to act at once on your suggestion to form a Ring here, but while
I was away in England our Association become dormant and I have been trying to gather together the scattered sheep.”
Mudaliyar Amarasekara was a painter by profession. Magic was his hobby. He played a vital role in the Ceylon Society of Arts as
well. Won his first prize for his exhibit 'The Kitten' in 1903.He was its Hony. Secretary (1919-1923) Hon Vice-President (1926-1958)
and President (1959-1968). There was a time, when nobody was considered a national leader or a statesman unless his or her
portrait was done by ACGS.

ACGS at his studio giving finishing touches
to the portrait of Sir Oliver Gunatilake

“‘Devil dancer’s daughter”, well acclaimed
painting by ACGS.

TO BE CONTINUED……..
This invitation is for our ‘Honorary Life Members’ & to Nelson and Lilani, who knew ACGS more than I. Please write
your memories of ACGS. Send copies of any photographs or historical documents available with you for the next part
of this article…
H.D.N. Gunasekara
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l;=jelshla
idïm%odhslj kï ix.uhl ks<jrKhloS l,ska isá ;k;=rlg h<s m;aùu idudcsl;ajh fj; ;=;s mqo
l<hq;= wjia:djls’ kuq;a ud miqjkqfha l,lsÍulska nj fkdiÕjd i|yka l< hq;h
= ’ miq.sh jif¾
Tn fj;ska n,dfmdfr;a;= jQ iyfhda.h fkd,osñ’ fujro fjdakaâ iÕrdj ;ks mqoa.,hl= ;u is;g tk
oE uqodyßk m%ldYkhla muKla jkq we;’ th tfia fkdúh hq;h
= ’ idudcsl woyia iy idudcslhska
w;ska ,shefjk ,sms fuys m<úh hq;h
= ’
‘ The Wand’ uecsla ljfha idudcsl iyNd.s;ajfhka flfrk iÕrdjl ;;ajhg f.k taug” ta i|yd
idudcsl Tn iïnkaO lr.ekSug” miq.sh jif¾ oS úúO wdldrfhka W;aidy lf<ñ’ cQ,s l,dmfhaoS
udhd uka;% iy uecsla jpk ms<sn|j Tn okakd foa ,shd tjk fuka b,a,d isáfhñ’ m%;spdrhla
fkd,osñ’ miq.sh ckjdß l,dmfhaoS udifha uecsla wx.h hgf;a tys ryi oek .ekSug leu;s wh ta
nj ,sÅ;j b,a¨ï lrk f,ig;a ryi okakd wh” fkdokakd whg oekqïoSu msK si ,shd tjk f,ig;a
b,a,d isáfhñ’ lsisu m%;spdrhla fkd,osñ’ wdOqksl iy m%ùk hk Tn fofldgiu ksy~j isàfuka
,nd ÿka mKsúvh ‘ Trick of the Month’ jeks oE fuu iÕrdjg wkjYH njo@’ idudcsl lsysm fofkl= ‘
The Wand’ iÕrdj w.h lrñka woyia oelajQ njo ia;=;s mQ¾jlj i|yka lrñ’ frdk,aâ” frdydka iy
.uf.a uy;ajreka fj;ska muKla uecsla Ys,amsfhl=f.a w;aoelSï úfYaIdx.h i|yd ,sms ,osñ’
fuu jif¾oS ixialdrl j.lSfuka ud ksoyia lrk fuka b,a,d isáfhao by; fya;= ksidh’ oeka uyd
idudcsl;ajh úiska tu j.lSu h,s;a u fj; mjrd we;’ udisl yuqùï iy lD;H úOdhl uKav,fha
/iaùï i|yd iyNd.s ùug wjia:djla fkd,efnk neúkao” tysoS .kakd ;SrK j,oS udf.a u;h m%ldY
lsÍfï wjia:djla fkd,efnk neúkao” lD;H úOdhl uKav,fha idudcsl;ajh ndr fkd.kakd nj
m%ldY lrñ’ lD;H úOdhl uKav,fha wfhl= ixialdrl ;k;=r oeßhhq;= nj udf.a mqoa.,sl woyihs’
túg idudcslfhl= f,i udislj úfYaIdx. ,smshla bosßm;a lsÍfuka uf.a odhl;ajh oelaúh yel’
wjYHu kï lD;H úOdhl uKav,fha idudcsl;ajfhka neyerj isg ‘The Wand’ iÕrdj bosrs udi
lsysmh i|yd;a ixialrKh lsÍug tlÕ fjñ’
fuu ldreKsl b,A,Su Tn ieu fj;h’
,shkak isxy, fyda bx.%Sis niska’
Tnf.a woyia olajkak” ,sms u.ska fyda úoHq;a ;eme,a u.ska’
Tn fjdakaâ iÕrdj ienúkau lshjkjdo@
fjdakaâ iÕrdj ;=,ska Tn n,dfmdfrd;a;= jk úfYaIdx. fudkjdo@
hï w¿;a úfYaIdx.hla udislj bosßm;a lsÍug Tng yelso@

tÉ’ã’tka’ .=Kfialr

Broken Wand :

PAUL DANIELS

‘The Wand’ records with sorrow the
demise of Magician Paul Daniels
(Newton Edward Daniels). He was
considered the most famous British
Magician of the past half century. He
popularisied Magic through Television
in 1980s and 90s. Paul was diagnosed
with an incurable brain tumour last
month and passed away on 17th
March 2016 at the age of 77.
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There will be two Conventions in India in April &
August.
Indian Brotherhood of Magicians will organize
the SARRC Magic Conference in Delhi,
From 22nd to 24th April 2016.
Visit: www.magicibm.com, or
contact Magician Kharbanda: (98)10314993
magicfestivalindia@gmail.com

invites you for the International Magic
Convention to be held in Trichur, Kerala, India
on 13th & 14th August 2016.
Contact Magician Samraj for details:

manthra2016@gmail.com

March
Birthdays
7th
10th
17th
28th

Devsiri Fernando
Ranjith Bulathsinhala
S.K. Dharmapala
Ranjan Jayawardane

NEW MEMBER
Mr.Nuwan De Silva,
22/A, 2nd Lane, Vidharshana Mawatha, Galavilawaththa,
Homagama
DOB: 18 September 1985, Contact No: 0712134740
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