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Inauguration of revived IBM Ring 139
By Gayan Wickramage
In a simple but a magically significant
event the revived IBM Ring 139 was
inaugurated at 5.30 p.m. 28th October
2014 at the SLMC premises.
Ring members Y.D.B. Gunaratne, Rohan
Jayasekara, Trevin Hannibal,Gayan
Wickramage and Gayan Karunarathne
participated. The special invitees were
President of SLMC Joy and EVP Devsiri.

SLMC for the betterment of the Magical
Arts in Sri Lanka. A recorded video
message by the I.B.M International
President Shawn Farquhar was also
played welcoming and congratulating
the new members.
Yasas appreciated and welcomed the
different professional backgrounds and
multidisciplinary aspects of the members
and said that the talents and experiences
of the new members will be an asset to
the future of the Ring. Yasas invited the
The proud President SG and the President of the SLMC to

The meeting was initiated at 5.30pm by
lighting the traditional oil lamp by the
members and guests. Welcoming the
gathering, Yasas Gunarathne presented displays the IBM Charter
the Ring Charter to the Secretary
General of The Sri Lanka Magic Circle (SLMC) Devsiri Fernando and invited him to address the
gathering. While congratulating the Ring members
for the revival of I.B.M Ring 139, he reminded the
history, responsibilities, challenges and ethics of
the Magic Circle. As a token of appreciation,
Devsiri Fernando presented a “Magic Glossary” a
booklet published by SLMC to Yasas Gunarathne
and invited him to work hand-in-hand with the

Training workshop
A training workshop will be conducted early next
year for the general public. This is being jointly
organized by the newly formed Ring 139 and
the SLMC. Yasas and his team are working
hard on this project. Await details.
At the inauguration

Next MEMBERS DAY
Sunday Nov. 30th
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Day full of performances by Shelton Jayasereka
The monthly get together of the SLMC was held at
the “Vishmithapaya“ on the 26th of October
commencing around 10.00am. The following
members were present.
After two minutes of silence to respect members
who have gone beyond this world, our GS Devsiri
welcomed all members present and thanked
especially Ranjitha and Terry for their presence
after a few months. He also read out the names of
members who wished to be excused.
After two minutes silence GS spoke to the members
and reminded the members about the Glossary and
said that it is on sale and said that every member
should have a copy. He also said that our member
Anslem de Silva will publish a book on the history of
magic in Sri Lanka. Next he invited the Treasurer
Wijesingha to give his views. The Treasurer read
out the list of names of members who had to be
terminated and also the list of members transferred
to the Life members reserved (LMR).
For performances Dharmapala came up with a few
cards, some picture and others number. He mixed
them and without seeing the
faces he separated the picture
and number cards by just feeling
the weight of the cards. Next was
Yasitha Jayamaha who showed
two cards namely the 7 of clubs
and 7 of diamonds which were
put in a purse and kept on a
member's hand. After a few
seconds the cards were turned over and it was
found that the faces were blank and the spots had
gone to the back of the cards. Priyantha Gamage
was next and he showed a few giant cards
arranged in a row one of which was a queen. He
turned the backs to the member and asked a
member to fix a clip given to him on the queen. It
failed several times and when the cards were
turned over it was found
that all the faces had turned
to
a single large queen.
The next performer was our
president Joy. He showed
two bottles containing two
col
oured beads. He mixed the
beads and immediately
separated the beads into their respective bottles.
This is an old trick using three glasses containing
three coloured beads. Chandrasena Gamage
showed the members how to present it the correct
way. C. Gamage appeared next and asked a

member to select a card from a
pack given to him. All the cards
were put into a hat. One end of
a rope was inserted into the hat
holding the other end. He
moved the rope around and
when
taken out
the
selected
card was
tied on to the rope. (Card
Lasso). Asanga then came up
and asked
a member
to select a
card from a
pack with
red backs and return to the
pack. On spreading the cards
there was a blue back card and
it was found to be the selected
card. Next he borrowed five
objects from the members at the
members' choice and placed them on the table. He
wrote down a prediction and
folded and placed it aside in full
view of the members, A member
was made to select one of the
objects by method of elimination,
The prediction was found to be
correct. Terry next showed a
series of tricks using a pack of
cards (Swengali).
The last performer was the your's
truly and he made a member to
separate the black and red cards
from a borrowed pack. He said
that this trick is called “Out of this
world” and that he learnt it from
an American magician in late
1970s along with Hector
Jayatilaka, Shelton Pathiwila and
Nihal Weerasingha. Hector and Pathiwila passed
away after sometime and Nihal had to leave the
island for employment. Subsequently Vijitha
Yaddehige and Sivanandaraja learnt it from me and
both had to leave the SLMC for various matters,
Finally Panil de Mel learnt it and he left this world.
As such he said that although he is the VP Training
not prepared to teach it as he dosen't want any
member to leave us. There are other members who
know it and requested the members learn from
them.
The get together terminated around 12.30.pm
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Another step, down memory lane with H D N Gunesekera

' PEARL OF THE ORIENT',
First lady to become
'Magician of the Year'
This month's my destination was not that far from the Vismithapaya, just the other side of the Galle Road at
the Templers Road Junction; No.42/5, Kongahwatte, Samudrasanna Mawatha, Mt.Lavinia. This was a hub
of magical activities in Sri Lanka few decades ago. The residence of late Wickramapala Alwis (Prof. Akbar),
most sought after magical entertainer of that era. As a novice I visited this house several times and
received the hospitality of Mr. & Mrs. Alwis. Prof. Akbar had the habit of giving the opportunity to novices to
perform few tricks at his shows, to gain much needed stage experience. I was one of them. This time Pearl
Alwis couldn't recognise me at once (Both of us are three and half decades older now). Thanks to
Chandrasena Gamage who visited her few days ahead and informed about my visit, she welcomed me.
Today Pearly is in her mid eighties; somewhat feeble, yet very enthusiastic to talk about Magic and those
good old days.
According to Ronald there were few ladies who
performed magic prior to her. His mother Biatrice
De Alwis performed magic at social gatherings.
Mrs. Hector Jayatilake too was a lady magician.
Sita Mirchandani became first & second runners
up at the Magician of the year contests in 1964 &
1965. Pearly won the shield in 1969 becoming the
first lady-magician to hold the 'Magician of the
Year' title.
Pearly came into magic after tying the nuptial knot
with Wickramapala Alwis. She had been assisting
him since their marriage. She became a member
of the SLMC in 1958 and performed on her own
for the first time, at the 1969 contest where she
won the shield. She went by the stage name 'Pearl
of the Orient'. Fire eating act (“Gini Sisila”) was
Prof. Akbar and
one of her pet acts, only few dare even to try on.
Pearl of the Orient
During 1970s in the hey-days of art and culture in
Sri Lanka, together with female solo artists from the other fields of performing arts, she organised a variety
show; “All Girls Show” which was well patronised by the general public.
Following father and mother, their elder son, Lalith
Roshan Alwis was crowned 'Magician of the Year' in
1972, as the youngest to win the shield. Her younger
kids Gayani and Mahesh too were involved in magic,
though they did not take up active performing.
With her illustrious husband she had toured Middle
East, Maldives, India and Bangladesh on magical
engagements. She was a member of the SLMC
delegation lead by Prof Akbar, to the inaugural
'SARRC Magic Festival' held in Calcutta, 1988.
Pearly packed up her box of tricks after the demise of
Prof. Akbar in 1994. Today she is leading a quiet life
with son Mahesh and the grand children.
At the inaugural 'SARRC Magic Festival'
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Christmas Party
Usually December is a very quiet month at SLMC. The members are performing
at various events and we do not even have the Monthly meeting. Not so this time.
Our Special Projects VP Rohan Jayasekera proposed and it was unanimously
approved that a Christmas Party be held this December.
Date - Sunday 28th December
Time - 3.00pm.
Since catering and other arrangements need to be done in advance members who
will participate are kindly requested to contact VP Rohan on 0777-158864 and
confirm.

Ring 139- international in status and national in conduct

AMAZING FACTS
1.
Diamond is the hardest substance
there is. It is used in industry to cut other
materials, such as stone. It is so hard that a
diamond can only be cut by another diamond.
2.
In ancient times people cleaned their
teeth using a handful of grass. Later, people
made a kind of toothpaste from chalk and
urine.
3.
The world's tiniest television can be
worn on your wrist. It has a 3.5 centimeter
screen.
4.
A person would be nearly three times
lighter in weight on Mercury than on earth
because Mercury has so little gravity
5.
In about 5 billion years, the sun will
swell up and become a red giant. It will
become 100times bigger than it is now. The
earth will be heated to thousands of degrees
and will finally spiral into the centre of the
sun.
Sent in by President Joy

Cont. from Page 1

join the I.B.M and Mr. Joy De Silva pledged to
become a member before the next meeting. This
meeting and all future meetings will be webcasted
so that Ring 139 Members anywhere in the world
could participate.
The following were elected to the committee.
President : Y.D.B. Gunaratne Vice-President:
Rohan Jayasekara Secretary: Gayan Wickramage
Treasurer: Trevin Hannibal Sergeant at Arms:
Gayan Karunarathne.
Ring Meetings will be held at the Sri Lanka Magic
Circle Head Quarters - “Vismithapaya” 156,
Templers Road, Mount Lavinia, Sri Lanka, every last
Tuesday from 5.30pm.

Happy Birthday our November
Birthday Boys and Girls
4
5
7
10
18
25
28
28

Lilani De Mel
Alex Perera
Franklyn Hewavitharana
U. Abhayakumara
Wasantha Kotuwella
Asanka Pathirana
Roshini Jayasekera
Rajeeva Pieris

Bring your B’day treat on Sunday

