
          The WAND   - November 2015     |     www.srilankamagic.org     Page 1 
 

 



          The WAND   - November 2015     |     www.srilankamagic.org     Page 2 
 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƎŜǘ-ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά±ƛǎƘƳƛǘƘŀǇŀȅŀέ  ƻƴ нрκмлκнлмр ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŀǘ млΦлл ŀƳΦ 

Members present: Ajith Fernando, Amarasiri Wijesinghe, Asanka K. Pathirana, Chandrasena Gamage, Dinesh Thangavel, 

Emil Eranga, Gayan Wickramage, H. D. N. Gunasekera, Hiran Seneviratne, Joy de Silva, K. A. D. Pushpakanthi,  Naminda 

Namal Kumara, Priyantha Gamage, Ranjitha Ratnapala, Ronald de Alwis, Rohan Jayasekara, Shelton Jayasekera, Sanjeewa 

Hewapathirane,  Suranjith De Soysa, Terry Amarasekera, Thusitha Jayasekera,  Wilhelm Perera, Yasitha Jayamal and 

Yogitha Anthony.  Notice of absence from  Crishantha Silva, General Secretary .  

In the absence of the GS Crishantha, President  Rohan welcomed the members.  
 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅǎΦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 9ƳŜǊƛǘǳǎ 
Ronald and President Rohan celebrated 80th&60th anniversaries; not to 
forget the Vice President (Admin. & ContŜǎǘǎύΣ {ǳǊŀƴƧƛǘƘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǘƻƻ 
ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎŜǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ŀ .ΩŘŀȅ ŎŀƪŜΣ 
ŀƳƛŘ άIŀǇǇȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅέ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ  

 
Rohan requested Senior VP Shelton to conduct the 
ŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 5inesh 
Thangavel came on rostrum with a knotty problem of colored rope with color changing knots. 
 
bŜȄǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊ tǊƛȅŀƴǘƘŀ DŀƳŀƎŜ ŀƪŀ Ψ¢ƻǇ ²ƛȊŀǊŘΩ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
with a well arranged table of props. What followed for next 30 minutes 
or so was a superb combination of Magic, Mirth and Mystery. The 
dexterity with which he performed the appearing /disappearing canes 
& candles through silks & balloons; tear & restore paper and doves 

from nowhere, attested that he has been maintaining his competence as a world class 
performer during last three decades. Cards and billiard balls manipulations were infallible 
even at a close proximity. Passe- passe bottle routine culminated with an unbelievable 
number of bottles one after the other appearing on the table. It was a unique routine. His 
act included the dragger chest illusion too. Star performer act came to an end with a Blendo and a Thank You banner. 
 [See more photos of his performance on page 8]  
 
Without a single word; but with full of facial expressions he kept the audience spell bound and took his bow with assistant 
cum life-partner Thnuja,  to a well deserved ovation. President Emeritus Ronald was first to get on rostrum to thank 
Priyantha &Thanuja for the excellent treat of magic and stressed the importance of a permanent assistant and regular 
practices. There were many points for members to learn from his act. 
 

Immediate Past President Joy De Silva came in front to present the first prize of the 
raffle draw, a Pedestal Fan to the lucky winner Yasitha Jayamal, one of the youngest 
performing members. 
 
Next Shelton, brought back the memory of a 
former Secretary, late E. Sundarsingh (Zaky the 
DǊŜŀǘύΦ  IŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ {ƛƴƎƘΩǎ ǇŜǘ ǘǊƛŎƪ ά/ŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ 
tƻŎƪŜǘέΤ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎǎΦ ! ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ 
12 cards travelled one by one, invisibly from left 

hand to the right trouser pocket. He was followed by Chandrasena Gamage with 
another card effect. Once again Dinesh came 
in front with a set of tennis balls and the 
ladies from the audience. This time he demonstrated a juggling act with balls and 
ladies. We are proud to have a Magician cum Portrait painter cum Juggler among 
ǳǎΦ 9ȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ Řŀȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ŀǘ мнΦол ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŀǾƛǎƘ ǘǊŜŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ΩŘŀȅ ōƻȅǎΦ 
 
(In the absence of the GS Crishantha, yours truly took the liberty of writing this 
column. -HDN-)  

SLMC Monthly Get Together        October 2015 
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i;; wNHdih   CONSTANT PRACTICE 
 
[ŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ aǳǎƛŎƛŀƴΣ aŀŜǎǘǊƻ wŀǾƛ {ƘŀƴƪŀǊ ƻƴŎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΧΦ 
 άL Řƻ Ƴȅ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŘŀƛƭȅΦ LŦ L ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ L ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǘŀƭΦ LŦ L ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƛt 
ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴŘǎ ƛǘΧΦΦέ   
 
uyd ix.S;{ rú Yxl¾ ;=ud i;; wNHdih ^ksr;=re mqy qKqj& ms<sn|j jrla fuf,i i|yka lf<ahª ά uu 

oskm;du mqyqKqÿõ j, fhfo÷ª tla oskla fyda mqyqKqÿõ fkdlr m%ix.hlg iyNd.s jQfjd;a tys wvqj ug 

oefkaª osk folla mqyqKqjlska f;drj m%ix.hla meje;ajQfjd;a ix.S; Āpdrlhskag th jegfykq we;ª osk ;=kla 

mqyqKqùï j, fkdfhoS m%ix.hlg iyNd.s jQfjd;a ksielju fm%alaIl iyDohska tu wvqj olskq we;ªªªªªª έ 
 
fuu m%ldYh uecsla Ys,amS wmgo tf,iu .e,fmkjd fkdfõo @  

 

@_dojmĂnėH\dgė=\b 
× Haleem Ghouse,  Hon. Life Member, SLMC; wrote in his letter of 26.10.2015 

άΧΦ/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΗΗ 
SLMC Wand is now an excellent magazine. Your editorship has made it a first class magazine full of information and news with 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǇŜǊōΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜΧΧ 
Keep up your brilliant devotion to ǘƘŜ {[a/ΧΦέ 
× Nihal Weerasinghe, Hon. Life Member from U.S.A. sent an e-mail on 12.11.2015 

άΧΧDŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜ ΧΧ  
ΧΦΦ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀƛƭ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ƻf old pieces together.  
Keep up the awŜǎƻƳŜƴŜǎǎΦ DǊŜŀǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦΗΦΦΦΦΦέ 
× Andrew Haggar, our comrade from England 

!ƴŘǊŜǿ ǘƻƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ŀƴŘΩ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ΨƛƴōƻȄΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƘŜ 
informs, (rather complainǎύ wƻƴŀƭŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ŀƴŘΩΧΧΦΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘΣ ƘŜ 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ {ǘǳŀǊǘ .ƻǿƛŜ ǘƻ άŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀ aŀƎƛŎ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ϧ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 
aŀƎƛŎ /ƛǊŎƭŜέ ŀƳƻƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ of the Cumbrian Magic Circle.   
 
Thank you Haleem, Nihal & Andrew. The kind words of appreciation and the interest you show, stimulate us to do more. All 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ŀƴŘΩ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΦ ςThe Editor- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Then the Sri Lanka Magic Circle and the I.B.M.Ring 139 were synonyms and functioned as a single unit. Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ŀƴŘΩ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ōƻǘƘ the 
emblems of SLMC & IBM on its header) 
 

 
 

I feel like quoting an appreciation letter received by 
our founder Editor G.C.Rodrigo, from an American 
Magician, Alden I. Dillenback who happened to come 
ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀƴŘέ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ мфрфΦ 
 
- The Wand, June 1959- 
Quote : άΧΦΦ In all fairness to our American Ring 
Publications may I state NONE offer the brilliant and 
outstanding reader interest that I find in THE WAND.  If 
it is news of Magic & Magicians YOU have it. If it is 
ideas to promote more and greater Ring interest YOU 
have it. It is truly of keen interest in so many ways that 
one cannot find words enough to express them all. 
Should that American editors would pay more 
attentions to the suggestions offered and Ring 
Secretaries could be made familiar with your activities 
to ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎΧΦέ 
Unquote.  
 
Hats off to our founder Editor, G.C. Rodrigo, M.I.B.M. 
ΧΗ   
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΧΧΧΦΦ 
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¦ Financial Year ends on 31st 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΧΧΣ ! aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 
 
Hony. Treasurer Amarasiri Wijesinghe reminds that, according to the resolution adopted at the last A.G.M., the 
financial year of the SLMC ends on 31st December 2015, and not on 31st March as previous years. Members are kindly 
requested to settle their dues before the end of the year. Please contact the treasurer at   038721023 / 0779879274 if 
you are in doubt. 

 

¦ November SLMC Calendar 
 

¶ SLMC Board Meeting Thursday 12th bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŀǘ пΦлл ǇΦƳΦ ŀǘ ά±ƛǎƘƳƛǘƘŀǇŀȅŀέ 

¶ Training Session Sunday 15th bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŀǘ оΦлл ǇΦƳΦ ŀǘ ά±ƛǎƘƳƛǘƘŀǇŀȅŀέ 

¶ Members day  Sunday 29th bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŀǘ фΦол ŀΦƳΦ ŀǘ ά±ƛǎƘƳƛǘƘŀǇŀȅŀέ 
 

¦ Training Session  
 
Magic Training Program by VP Shelton seems to be gathering momentum. This month we had 9 trainees at the class. 
We must express our gratitude to Shelton who does a selfless job. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

         

 

November Birthdays  
 
4th     Lilani De Mel  
5th    Alex Perera  
7th    Franklyn Hewavitharana  
10 th    U. Abhayakumara   
18 th    Wasantha Kotuwella  
25 th    Asanka Pathirana  
28 th    Roshini Jayasekera  &  Rajeeva Peiris  
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  WonderRo, the Friendly Magician ɢɢ 

  To the helm within a short span ɢɢ!  
 
 
 
 
I 
 
 
S 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I promised you last month that I would continue with the current President of the SLMC Rohan Jayasekara in this issue.  
 
I came to know him first, in October 1984 ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ {[a/Φ ό!ǎ ǘƘŜƴ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀƴŘέΣ L ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘ wƻƘŀƴΩǎ 
ƴŀƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ΨbŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎύΦ Iƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ŀ DŜǘ-together was in March 1985 with a rope trick. 
wƻƘŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳǘƘŦǳƭ magician Anura Piyasena, who migrated to Australia later 
on. The difference in Rohan compared to most of the other new comers was that he always came up with something new 
and soon built up a reputation for original presentations. It seemed that he had been doing lot of research and homework 
before come in front for presentation.With his regular appearances and the interest shown he was elected to the council in 
1986. Thereafter Rohan had quick rise as Assistant Secretary in 1987, Secretary in 1988, Editor ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ŀƴŘΩ ƛƴ мффмΣ 
Librarian and then a Vice President for many years that built up his close association with the EVP Ronald De Alwis. Ronald 
became the 3rd President of the SLMC in 2001. When Ronald stepped down in 2004, Rohan succeeded him as the 4th 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀǊǘǎ ά¢ƘŜ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀ aŀƎƛŎ /ƛǊŎƭŜέό!/D{ ǘƻƻƪ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ 
at the age of 39 and Rohan at 49)  
 
Rohan was lucky to have his education at one of the premier institutes; the Royal College, Colombo 7. As a child he took 
interest in art seeing the paintings of Senaka Senanayake adorning the walls of his Alma Mater. During the adolescence, the 
smart guy Rohan; a fan of silver-screen idol Gamini Fonseka, wanted to become a film-star. Though looks a soft spoken and 
reserved person he was mischievous. Suranjith De Soyza (VP Admin.) his childhood friend from neighborhood (2nd Lane, 
Ratmalana); recalls how they collected 55 cents each and played truant to go for 10.30 a.m. film-shows.  
 
After school leaving the friends Suranjith & Rohan put their hands on business. With the blessings of their parents, they 
took on lease a textile shop*. At the same time Rohan moved to hotel industry. As the front office manager of the Pearls 
Beach Hotel, Beruwala; Rohan came in constant exposure to Magic & Magicians and comprehended how the tricks & 
ƛƭƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ  IŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ !ōŘǳƭƭŀ ƻŦ άaŀƴƎƻ ¢ǊŜŜ ¢ǊƛŎƪέ ŦŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ {[a/ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
J.G.H.Perera  (Lord Jim) who were regular performers at the hotel. (* Staro Fasions Centre, Maliban Junction, Ratmalana ς a 
venue which later became an unofficial meeting point of many Magicians down the Galle Road). 
 
!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƧǳƴŎǘǳǊŜ wƻƘŀƴ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨŦŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘΩ L ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōed ridden for several 
ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΩ {ǳǊŀƴƧƛǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ƻǊŘŜŀƭ ŀ ƭŜǎǎŜǊ ƻƴŜΦ IŜ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜŀŘ ϧ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΩ 
ōƻƻƪǎƘƻǇǎ ǘƻ ŦŜǘŎƘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ wƻƘŀƴΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ {ǳǊŀƴƧƛǘƘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ΨaŀƎƛŎ ϧ aŀƎƛŎƛŀƴǎΩ ƛƴ which 
Ψ¢ƘŜ aŀƎƛŎ .ǳƎΩ ǿŀǎ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōƛǘŜ wƻƘŀƴΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ŎƻƴǾŀƭŜǎŎƛƴƎΣ wƻƘŀƴ ǘǊƛŜŘ to do simple tricks. After recovering he 
had to quit the hotel job that demands regular work and lengthy shifts. It was Suranjith, who suggested Rohan to try his 
luck ƛƴ ΨaŀƎƛŎΩ ōȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ƳŀƎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ /ƘŀƴŘǊŀǎŜƴŀ DŀƳŀƎŜ ϧ aŀƧƻǊ 
Piyatilake, Rohan started learning & practicing Magic. 
 

Table top Magician  - 1994 Malaysia Special Guest Performer - 2013 Thailand 31
st
 Night Show 2014 ς Savoy Resort, Seychelles 

Down the memory lane by HDN 




