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The October get-ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ά±ƛǎƘƳƛǘƘŀǇŀȅŀέ ƻƴ олΦмлΦ нлмс ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŀǘ 10.00 a.m. Members present: 
Amarasiri Wijesinghe, Asanka K. Pathirana, C. Heendeniya, Chandrasena Gamage, Chenul Perera, Devsiri Fernando, 
Dinesh Thangavel, Jagath Varuna, Keerthi Weerawardena, Lalith Wickremasinghe, M.A.T. Peiris, M. K. Wimalasena, 
Naminda Warakagoda, Priyantha Gamage, Ranjitha Ratnapala, Rohan Jayasekara, Shelton Jayasekera, Suranjith De 
Soysa, Vasantha Siriwardena, Vihan Malitha, and W. S. Boteju.  Chrisantha Silva, H. D. N. Gunasekera, Joy de Silva, 
Wilhelm Perera and Thusitha Jayasekera informed their inability to attend. The proceedings of the day started with 
the lighting of the floating lamp. President Rohan welcomed the gathering and thanked for their presence.  
 

{ƛȄ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΧΦΗ ¸ŜǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ т ǘƻ ру ƻŦ ŀƎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ 
number of recruitment at a time, in recent months. President 
Rohan Jayasekera welcomed them and administered the oath. 
(See ǳƴŘŜǊ ΨbŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩύ 

 
Star attraction of the day as stated in the October special 
bulletin was a show given by President Rohan Jayasekera with 
the young talent. The show was started by Rohan and then 
followed by Chanul Perera, Vihan Malitha and Asanka 
Pathirana in a given sequence. The main feature of the show 
was the continuity of the act at the time of changeover of 

magicians. As Rohan finished his act with a card trick, Chenul 
started with a card trick. Chenul completed his performance with 
a silk magic and Vihan continued with a silk magic and finished 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƛǊŜ ŀŎǘΦ !ǎŀƴƪŀΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŎǊƻǿƴŜŘ ΨaŀƎƛŎƛŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΩΣ 
took over with his opening act, fire to cane. Dinesh Thangavel 
also entertained the crowd by performing a coin trick. At the end 
of the show President Rohan presented with gifts to the three 
young performers as tokens of appreciation.  
  
It was the time to celebrate the birthdays of President Rohan, 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 9ƳŜǊƛǘǳǎ wƻƴŀƭŘ ŀƴŘ ±t {ǳǊŀƴƧƛǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ΩŘŀȅ ŎŀƪŜ 
and monthly treat sponsored by them. A special birthday gift was 
presented to Ronald by the President Rohan. Those who present had the opportunity to see the video screening of 
ǘƘŜ ΨaŀƎƛŎƛŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΩ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ 5±5Φ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ Řŀȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 12.30 pm. 
 
  
  

 

  

October Get-together ς 30.10.2016 
 

NEW MEMBERS    Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ŀƴŘΩ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ aȅǎǘŜǊȅΧΗ 

1. Jagath Anura Keerthi, Bollatha, Ganemulla  (Ordinary Member) 
2. Mr. Wasantha Siriwardane, Thalwatte, Gonawela (Ordinary Member) 
3. S.S.A. Kumara, Koratota, Kaduwela   (Ordinary Member) 
4. Ms. Prajani Padmasiri, Angoda    (Junior  Member) 
5. Mast. Chenul Dissanayake, Thalapathpitiya  (Junior  Member) 
6. Ms. Siluni Dissanayake, Thalapathpitiya   (Junior  Member) 
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HISTORY OF MAGIC ï V     ̜̪ƍĸ ˿̠̩̱ʧ ˱ǭ̥̩̤̞ - V 

˱ȤȌ̞̩ȧ ̜̪ƍĸ ʲʠɗȤ ̱Ŗ ̠Ȥ̎Ȥ ˮ̜̖̞́ - Indian Magicians in London 
 

19 ̡̖  ˄̡̞̤ ɽʠ ˿̩̠̱ʍȍ ʐ̱̟ˢ̘̞̌ ̘̪ɻǛ ż̖ ̜̪ƍĸ 

ʲʠɗȤ ̡̱ǭȤ Linking Rings, ̤̥ Fish Bowl 

Production ̡̪ȥ ˭˫́ Phillippe ˳́Ǭ ̡̚ ̱̘̟ȍ ̤̗̥Ȥ 

ʨ .̞ ˱ȤȌ̞̩ȧ ̜̪ƍĸ ʲʠɗȤ̱Ŗ ̠Ȥ̎Ȥ ˮ̜̖̞́ ˄Ȏʩ 

˯Ǭ̱Ǭ̔ ̱ɺ ̤̜̱ʍȍ̜̞. ̞̌Ǭ ʨƍ̒ ̡̠ ̱̤ˠ̡̞ ˿̦  

ɯ̒ ̩̖ʓ ȥ̠̩̕ʛȤ ̤̥ ̡ʓ̩̘̩ʚ˿ʎȤ ˹̜ ̡̟̠̌ȍ ̜̒Ȥ Ȏƹ 

ʨ̢̨̜̞̖̇˿ ̱Ȉ ̜̒ ̟̌̌ ̥ȽȤ̡̩ ȍ̜̌ ˳̖ȤȎ ʨ ˯̒. 

Captain Campbell ̖ɺ ȥ̠̩̕ʚ̞Ļ ̟̩̜̤̩ɻ ̖ɺ 

˱ȤȌ̞̩ȧ ʲʠɖ̱̞Ļ ˯ǯ˘ ˿ǚ̩̞̜̎ĸ ˿̡̪̗̩̱̖́ ̱́ˡ̨̤ 

˯ǭ ˭̟̒ ̘ˆ̡ ˼ˏ ñThe Celebrated East Indian, 

Ramo Sameeò ̖ɻȤ ˹˫̠́Ȥ̱̒ʍȍ ̔ʗ̢̖ ̡̘Ǭ̡̩ ˯̒. 

ñKhia Khan Khruseò ̖ɻȤ ̱̘Ȧ ˄Ʒ Jugglery 

ʲʠɖ̱̞Ļ̔ ˼ʪȤ ˭̟̒ ʨ̞. ˿ǋ ŗʢ̜, ̜̥ ̖ ˱Ȼ˿ƹ ̘̖̥ĸ 

̤̥ Ȩ̠ĸ ŗ̠ Ȩ̱ʠ ˭ɽ̖̐ ̠̔ ˱Ȼ˿ƹ ɽ̡ ǯʡȤ ̪́Ȧ̜ 

ˮȍ ʨʨ̕ Ŀ̞̩˿̩ʛ ˿ɺ ̱̜ˡʪȤ ˱Ȍʚ̘Ǭ ˿̟ ˯̒. 

 

̩̅ʗʠ̨̤ ǉ˿Ȥ̨̤ ̔ ˮȝȥ˿ ̜̪ƍĸ ʲʠɖ̱̞Ĺ - Charles Dickens, the Armateur Magician 

 

Oliver Twist, Great Expectation, David 

Copperfield, Tale of Two Cities ̡̪ȥ ˿̰ǭ ʡ̞̩ 

̱̠ˢ ɛ˿  ̌ʫ ̜̥́Ǭ˿ʜ Charles Dickens (1812-

1870) ̱Ŗ Nicholas Nickleby ˿̡̩̒ 1838 ȍ 

̖̩̌˿̞ĸ ̱̠̤ ̱ʧȌ˿̩ ́̒ ̡̖ ˭̟̒ ʨ̱ʧ˿ ˿̩̠̞ 

ǯ̠ ̱ɛˠĸ̣˿̞Ȥ ɖ̖ʩ̜ ̤̗̥̩ ñRamo Sameeò ̤̥ 

˿ǚ̩̞̜̎ ̱̞ˡ̩̱̖̔́ ˯̒. ̜ ̪ƍĸ ɖ˖̡̗̚ ʨ̢̱ˠ̣ 

˳̖ȤȎ̡ĸ ̪̔ĸʫ ̤̥ ˮȝȥ˿ ʲʠɖ̱̞Ļ ̱̠̤ ˹̞ ɛř̐ 

˿  ̦ ̩̅ʗʠ̨̤ ǉ˿Ȥ̨̤ óThe Unparalelled 

Necromancer, Rhia Rhama Rooseô ̞̖  ̱ʧȌ˿̩ 

̖̜ ̱̞ˡ̩̱̖̔́ ̱̘ˣȈ́ʡ˿ ̤̩̔ ̡̠ȍ ˍ̒ ɻǯ̟Ȥ ɖ̖ʫ 

̡̔̚ ̤̗̥Ȥ.̞ ˼ˏ óRhia Rhama Rooseô ̞̖ ̖̜ 

̱̞ˡ̩̱̖̔́ ˯Ǭ̱Ǭ ̜̒Ȥ  ˭̞́ ˿̦ ˱ȤȌ̞̩ȧ 
ʲʠɖ̱̞Ļ  ʫ ñKhia Khan Khruseò ̖̩̜̞ ˭ȧ˿̟̞̐ 

˿̟ɻȤ ̡̚ ̔ Ĺ̞̪̱ʧ. (21 ˄̞ ̡̤ ˭˫˿ 1 ̜̪ƍĸ ʲʠɖ̞̩  

ǉ˿Ȥ̨̤ ȥʗ̜̩̞̐ ˿̦ ̅ʚ̒ ̖̩̜̞ĸ ̡̖ David Copperfield ̞̖ ̖̜ ̱̒ˢ̟̩ ̪́Ȧ̜̔ ̡̳̱̔ˡ̘́̒ ˿ʜ̐Ĺ.) 
 

̩̅ʗʠ̨̤ ǉ˿Ȥ̨̤ ̌ ˭̡̜̟̒ ˮȝȥ˿ ̜̪ƍĸ ʲʠɖ̱̞Ļ ̱̠̤ ˿̌ʐǯ ˿̦ ̡̒Ǭ ɛ˿̌ ɘȈ̠̱̞́Ĺ Lewis Carroll ̞̖ 

̖̩̜̱̞Ȥ ˭̘ ̔Ȥ̖̩, Alice in Wonderland ̖ɺ ̱̠ˡ̡ ɘ̟̩ ɛ̅ʡ̒ ʫ ̦̜̩ ˿̡̩̒ ʡʫ Charles Lutwidge Dodgson 

(1832-1898). ̤̪̚ʨȤ̜ ˼ˏ Oxford ̤̟̤ʨ̱ʍ  ́Ǜ̞̒ ɖʡ̗̚ ˮ̩̅ʗ̡̞̟̱̞Ļ ʨ̞.  ̜̒ ʨ̱̖ˢ̩̔˫̢̞ ʫ ̜̪ƍĸ ̡̠̌ ˭̩̠̔ 

̤˫̱ĸ̒ ̤̥ Ŀ̞̩˿̩̟˿ɺ ̱̚ˡ̱̥ˡ̜̞ĸ ó˯ ʡ̨̤ Ȏƹ ʨ̢̨̜̠Ȥ̞̒ô ˿̒ ̡̩ ̤̗̥̩ ̔ ̱̞ˡ̩̱̖̔́ ˯̒.  

 

Isambard K. Brunel (1806-1859) ̞ȧ 18 ˄ ̡̞̤ ɯ̖̒ʓ̱ʍ  ʨˇ  ɛɽ̜̀̒ ˱˫ƍ̱Ȥʜ̡̟̞̩ ̱̠̤ ̤̪̠̱ĸ. ̜̥ ̩ Ȏɺʚ̞ 

̜̩ʗ́ ˱ȌĹʛɺ, Ȏɺʚ̞ ˹ȤƍȤ ̤̥ ʨ̢̩̠ ̖̩ʨ˿ ̞̩ǲ̩ ĸ̱̣ˠǲ ̡̠ȍ ̡̖ ˭̨̥̤̔ ̤̥ ˭̥̩̪̒̔̚ʢɺ ˿̦ ˭̱̞Ĺ. ̱̜ ǯ̜̩ ̔ 

̜̪ƍĸ ʨ̱̖ˢ̩̔˫̢̞ ̱˿ˡ̌́Ǭ ɛ˿̌ ɘȈ̠̱̞́Ĺ. ̡̟ ĸ ˿̩˄ ̱̞ˡ̩̱̖̔́ ˿̟̖ ̠̔ ̜̪ƍĸ ˭˫̞́ĸ ˭̟̒ȍ ̡̪̟ȍ̜ĹȤ ˿̩˄̞ĸ 

˳ṟ̌ʗ ˍ̟ʩ̜ ȥ̤̩ ̟̘̠̒̚ ˭̘̥ˆ̡̩̞̒˿̌ ̘Ǭ ʫ ̡̚Ǭ. ̘̂ ̡ ˹̞ ˱̡̒̌ ̪́Ȧ̜ ̤̗̥̩ ʨ̢̱ˠ̣ ̢̠ʓ ˳̘˿̟̞̐ĸ ̡̘̩ 

ȥ̘̔ʩ̜̌ ˄Ȏʫ ̡̚Ǭ ˭ǯʜ ˿̡̩̒˿ ̤̗̥Ȥ̞. 

 
Sir William  S. Gilbert (1836-1911) ̞ȧ ˹˿̠ ʨˇ ̜̥̩ ̖̩̌ʓ ˿ʜ̡̱Ĺ. ̤˫ Ṟ̞̌̒̊Ĺ. ̖ʎƶ ̘̔ʨ̞ĹȤ ̡̘̩ ɘ̠̔̔ 

̱̜ǯ̜̩̔ ˮȝȥ˿ ̜̪ƍĸ ʲʠɖ̱̞Ļ ̱̠̤ ɛ˄Ȉț̞̌ ̘Ǭ ɛ˿̌  ɘȈ̠̱̞́Ĺ. 

 

 

Down the memory lane           by HDN 
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David Devant ̱ Ŗ óMy Magic Lifeô (1931) ̖ ɺ ̱̘ˡ̱Ǭ 19 ˄̞ ̡̤ ˭̡̤̩̖ ̛̩̱́ʍ ˄Ʒ ˱ȤȌ̞̩ȧ ̜̪ƍĸ ʲʠɗȤ Ĺˍ̘ 

̱̱̖̔Ļ ̪̖̜́ ̤̗̥Ȥ̞. Covindasamy (̱ ́ˡʨȤ̤̩̔ɻ), Madhir Sahib (̜ ̩țʗ ̤ˍɧ), Poolee (əʢ), Ghoodoo (řǌ) , 

Linga Singh (ʡ˫̩́ ˄˫), Narck Shah (̖ ̩̟ĸ ̣̩) ˮȍ ̖ɺ ̡ʡȤ ˼ʪȤ ɖ˖̡̗̚ ̤̗̥Ȥ ̡̖ ˭̟̒ Indian Basket Trick, 

Mango Tree Trick, Snake Charming, Sward Swallowing ˮȍ ̜̩̞̩ ˭˫́ ̤̥ ˭̘̥ˆ ̱̞ˢ́ ˭̛ʓ̩̤̞Ȥ̔ ˼ʪȤ 

˱Ȍʚ̘Ǭ ˿̦ ̡̌̚ ̔ ̤̗̥Ȥ̞. Indian Rope Trick ɖ˖̡̗̔̚ Ȏƹ ˭̞̱Ŗ ˭Ǭ̪̔ĺɺ ̪̖́̔ Ĺ̡̞̪̱̖ ˭̟̒ ̤̪̚ʨȤ̜ ˹̞ ˺ 

Ĺ̡̞̪̱̖ ˮ˿̩̟̞̜̌ ˄Ȏʫ ̡̌̚ ̘̪̥̪Ȍʡ ̤̩ĸʽ ̱̖ˡ̜̪ǭ ̡̔̚ ̤̗̥Ȥ̞. 

˲ƍɕǯ̱ʧ ˄Ʒ  ñHowahò ̖ɻȤ ̥̪ȻȤʪ̖ Sleight of hand ̜̩̞̩ ʲʠɗȤ ̤̥ ñKeeyemò ̖ɻȤ ̥̪ȻȤʪ̖ Telepathy 

̜̩̞̩ ʲʠɗȤ  ɖ˖̡̗̔̚ David Devant ̱Ŗ óMy Magic Lifeô ˿̰ǭ̱ʍ ̤̗̥Ȥ̡ ˯̒. 

 

 

 

 

Raja Hewavitharana       ̟̩̩̇ ̱̥ˠ̡̩ʨ̩̟̒̐ 
 

When ǘƘŜ Ψ!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /Ŝȅƭƻƴ aŀƎƛŎƛŀƴǎΩ 
resurrected in 1950s, in addition to the old 
members from 1920s, few new comers 
joined the circle. One of them was Mr. 
Rajasinghe Hewavitharana.  

 
Raja Hewavitharana too, hailed from a Ceylonese 
aristocratic background; quite different from that 
ƻŦ aǳŘŀƭƛȅŀǊ !ƳŀǊŀǎŜƪŀǊŀΩǎΦ wŀƧŀ was a grandson 
of the Mudaliyar Don Carolis Hewavitharana and 
a nephew of Rev. Anagarika Dharmapala. His 
father Edmond, a Sinhalese Buddhist leader, was 
arrested and imprisoned for life by the colonial 
rulers, during the religious disturbances in 1915. 
Edmond passed away while serving his sentence 
at Jaffna Prison. 

 
Born in 1898, Raja had his education at the Royal College where he won colours in Ragger & Cricket. Then he proceeded to 
England for his higher studies in Engineering. Returning from England he joined the family businesses. As an educated young 
nationalist leader he contested for Matara seat at the State Council election in 1936 and won with a convincing majority. (His 
brother Neil too was elected from Udugama seat at the same election). Raja held the post of the Minister of Labor, Industry & 
Commerce at ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ /Ŝȅƭƻƴ ƛƴ мфпсΦ wŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ Ψ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊǘȅΩ was launched at ΨtŀƭƳ /ƻǳǊǘΩ ŀǘ his 
residence, on 6

th
 September, 1946. He was the Chairman of the Don Carolis & Sons Co. Ltd. and Ceylon Match Co. Ltd. (Two 

Elephants Match Co.)  
Raja Hewavitharana had diversified interests. He was an ardent Buddhist leader and social worker. He had been in the managing 
ōƻŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎΦ .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƴŀƎŀǊƛƪŀ 5ƘǊŀƳŀǇŀƭŀ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩ Raja was instrumental in founding the 
5ƘŀǊƳŀǇŀƭŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ tŀƴƴƛǇƛǘƛȅŀΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊ ƻŦ ά˄˫̥̠ ̱̚ˣȈ̞̩̕- Sinhala Bawuddaȅŀέ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ƴŜǿǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ. 
Raja was in the key positions of the Y.M.B.A., Ceylon Cricket Association, Sinhalese Sports Club and Chamber of Commerce. He 
was one of the wealthiest Ceylonese businessman and Philanthropist of the day. In 1956 Bandaranayake Government appointed 
him as Ceylonese Ambassador to Burma. As I know, the only road named after a past SLMC member, other than Mudaliyar 
!ƳŀǊŀǎŜƪŀǊŀ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨwŀƧŀ IŜǿŀǾƛǘƘŀǊŀƴŀ aŀǿŀǘƘŀΩ ŀǘ wŀƧŀƎƛǊƛȅŀΦ 
 ό¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ aŀƎƛŎΣ LΩǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ for readers to have an idea of his social position.) 

 
With all these activities and responsibilities Raja Hewavitharana had become a magic lover. Not only a magic lover 
ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ Ψterforming MagicianΩ !  It was not clear when Raja acquired his interest in Magic. Probably, during his 
studentship in England. Raja had been strength to the ACM and SLMC in 1950s, to bring back the past glory to the 
circle. He was a founder charter member of the I.B.M. Ring 139 in 1954. Amidst the plenty of business and social 
obligations, he was always ready to perform at SLMC shows. He liked to come on stage in aid of deserving causes of 
whatever social or religious organization. Whether in Colombo or at any other distanced town, he enjoyed travelling 
and performing with brother magicians. His motto was άIŜ ǿƘƻ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ 
ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦέ. Though a Buddhist leader, his magic act was an ΨArabianΩ one. wŀƧŀ ŎŀƳŜ ƻƴ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀǎ ΨCŀǊƻǳƪ ƻŦ 9ƎȅǇǘΩ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŎƻƭƻǊŦǳƭ !ǊŀōƛŎ ŀǘǘƛǊŜΦ  Iƛǎ ƘǳƳƻǊ ŀƴŘ ΨtƻƭƛǘƛŎƪƛƴƎΩ ǇŀǘǘŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘǎΦ .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ  
 
 

Our Ancestors ςVII       ˭̱ɕ ̘̪ʘȤ̱̖ˢ VII 
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who had rubbed shoulders with the leading politicians of the day, he was at ease to make sarcastic comments on 
ΨWƻƘƴΩƻǊ Ψ.ŀƴŘŀΩ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ wŀƧŀ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƘƻǎǘΦ Iƛǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΤ ΨwƻƳŦƻǊŘΩΣ Albert Crescent, Colombo 7; and 
ΨtŀƭƳ /ƻǳǊǘΩΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛƴƛ-theatre at their premises were regular venue for SLMC functions and socials.  
  
Raja Hewavitharana passed away at an unexpected moment on 17th July 1958. Few weeks prior to his demise the circle 
ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ aŀƎƛŎƛŀƴ YŜƴ [ƛǘǘƭŜǿƻƻŘ ŀǘ ΨtŀƭƳǎ /ƻǳǊǘΩΦ hƴ мнth July, just five days before his 
untimely death, he appeared at a fund raising show for the Y.W.C.A. Hostel and took his final bow from the stage. He 
was a senior Vice President of the SLMC at the time of his demise.  The SLMC always had his sound counsel and help.  
 
[ƛƴŘƻƴ !ƭǿƛǎΣ όtǊƻŦΦ 5Ω!ƭǾƻ {ǊΦύ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ wŀƧŀΤ ά! ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƭƛƪŜŘ ōȅ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ 
his simplicity, freedom of movements and pleasant ways. His death casts a terrible gloom over the circle.έ 
 
On Sunday 21st September 1958, the Circle organized a grand Magical Performance on his memory at the Y.M.B.A., 
.ƻǊŜƭƭŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψaŀƭƭƛƪŀ IƻƳŜΩΣ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ !ŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎΣ wŀƧŀΩǎ {ƻƴ-in-law 
Sinha Weerasekara, stated;  
άI know for certain that my late father-in-law spent some of the happiest hours of his life with the members of your 
ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǳǎǳŀƭ ΨŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎΩΦ IŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƻ ƳŀƎƛŎ ŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛs many business and religious activities and he 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ Ƙƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ƳǳŎƘ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎΦέ  
 
ά²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ L ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ōȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƎƛŎέ. So wrote Raja Hewavitharana in his Diary.  
Iƻǿ ǘǊǳŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ wŜǾΦ ²ƛƭƭŀǊŘ {ƳƛǘƘ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǾŜǊǎŜ ΨL ŀƳ aŀƎƛŎΩΗ Ψ ΧΦ The harassed businessman finds relaxation 
ƛƴ ƳŜ ΧΦΩ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Receiving the chief guest H.E. the Governor Sir 
Oliver Gunatilake on August 30, 1957 at Royal 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ Iŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨCŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ aŀƎƛŎΩΦ (Raja, with 
a hand on hip, wearing a Fez cap. He used the Fez 
Cap as the egg bag & presented the trick 
humorously.)  
 
(Picture courtesy - P.E. Ronald De Alwis) 

 Peter Marvey ς  
one of the most copied magic artists of our time. 
 
One might assume that it is normal for an illusionist to come up with a 
steady stream of new ideas every year. But this is not at all the case. 
Good new illusions are a rare and sought after commodity in the world 
of magic and the entertainment industry ς and also explains Peter 
aŀǊǾŜȅΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊld. It is no surprise that success 
generates imitators. What is not that well known that this happens as 
frequently in the magic industry as in fine art or with brands: the very 
best gets copied..ǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƭƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜǘ ŎƻǇƛŜŘΦ 
tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜǎΣ ƭƻƎƻǎΣ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
copied from his website and inserted in others. The rule seems to be: 
whatever CAN be taken GETS taken. They all make Peter Marvey one of 
the most copied magic artists of our time. Peter Marvey encourages 
new talents to discover their originality in their own way. 
IŜ ǎŀȅǎΥ ά.Ŝ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΣ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΣ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦέ 
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The above contests were held at the Army Hospital Auditorium on the 19th October 2016.  
The Judges were Madam Laura Davies, Deputy High Commissioner, British High Commission, Mr. 

Joseph Schaller, Cultural Attache of the US Embassy and Mr. Sam Bresnick of USA. (Madam Davies is 

the daughter of Mr. Alan Williams, A.I.M.C.; who was our guest from U.K. at the monthly gathering in 

January & February 2016. She has the know-how on the background of magic and her analytical report 

on the contests, appeared in October issue of The Wand) 

The SLMC officials were as follows. Ronald De Alwis (Chairman of Contest), Rohan Jayasekera 
(Technical Judge), Crishanta Silva (Statistician), Suranjith de Soysa (Stage Manager). The presenters 
were Devsiri Fernando (English) and S.K. Dharamapala (Sinhala). Kamalshanta Silva, Dinesh Thangavel 
and M.K.Wimalasena (Official helpers on stage), Iranga Gunawardana and Sanjeewa Hewapathirane 
(Videographers). The Chief Guests were Major General. S.H. Munasinghe and Brigadier Bimal 
Vidanage. This year there were three contestants vȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨaŀƎƛŎƛŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ ǘƛǘƭŜΩ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ΨaŀǎǘŜǊ aŀƎƛŎƛŀƴ ǘƛǘƭŜΩΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŜŦƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
judges and the deliberation time, only Asanka Pathirane and Kirthi Weerawardane were present at the 
briefing  and none reported at the deliberation.  
 
By 5.45 p.m. the auditorium with a seating capacity for 300 spectators was over filled. The Contests 
got off to a flying start on the dot at 6.00 p.m. as it has been always so at SLMC contests since 1961. 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨaŀƎƛŎƛŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΩ ǿŀǎ Ψ{ŀƳōǳŘŘƛƪŀ wŀǘƴŀȅŀƪŜΦ aŀŜǎǘǊƻ wƻƴŀƭŘ ŘŜ 
Alwis performed two front curtain acts giving time for the back stage arrangements for the next. 
Asanka Pathirana was the second contestant. WonderRo Rohan Jayasekera came in front curtain to fill 
the gap. Third contestant was Keerthi Weerawardane. This was followed by Thusitha Jayasekera for 
the Masters title. After the judges gave their verdict, Maestro Sumangala Silva voluntarily presented a 
superb Magic Show in bewildering and dazzling style, followed by Shadowgraphy and a hilarious 
Ventriloquism Act which kept the audience alive with entertainment. 
 
The chief guests, three judges, Maestro Sumangala and President Emeritus, President, V.P.(Contests) 
Suranjith and General Secretary Crishanta were invited on stage along with all the contestants. Token 
gifts were presented to the two Army Officers, the Judges and Sumangala in appreciation of their 
contribution.  
 
At the time of Awards it was announced that contestants Sambuddika and Asanka had both received 
equal points on a tightly fought out contest. By a 2:1 votes the Judges took a decision that the Winner 
was Asanka Pathirane, 1st Runner Up - Sambuddika Ratnayake and the 2nd Runner Up, Keerthi 
Weerawardane since he received over 60 points. Masters award was not presented this year as the 
minimum points level of 75 was not reached by the contestant.  
 
¢ƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƴǘƘŜƳ ǿŀǎ ǎǳƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ 
leaving on a satisfied and happy note. The two and a half hour of entertainment was meticulously 
planned out without any flaws and the entire audience stayed on till the end at 8.40 p.m.  
 
We owe a word of special thanks to the President Emeritus Lt.Col.(rtd) Ronald De Alwis for 
negotiating, and Major General Munasinghe & Brigadier Vidanage, for their approval of providing the 
Army Hospital Auditorium for this event, with free provision of Sound, Lighting, Curtains and Ushering, 
provided by army personnel. This arrangement was mutually beneficial as the SLMC got a venue with 
modern facilities and a superb audience, whereas the in-patients and the staff of military hospital had 
an evening of enchanting magic. At last but not least we wish to thank all the SLMC members and 
army personnel who provided behind the scene assistance to make this event a success. 
 

Magician of the Year & Master Magician Contest 2016 
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It is time to start the count-down. 
 
Lƴ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά/ŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {[a/Φ .ŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ, it 
is our duty to see that it will be celebrated in a grand scale, so that the public would know that there had been a band of 
Magical Paternity who maintained the flame of this secret art for 100 long years.  
 
It is time to evaluate what we have achieved so far and what is left to be accomplished before the centenary? 
 

 
5 years or 60 months, is not a long time with such a task in ƘŀƴŘΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
and who will be in the board of management. We all must strengthen the hands of who ever in the offices. It is the duty of the 
leadership to plan it now itself to reach the target. 
 

 

    
˱ǭʚ̡ ˯Ǭ̱Ǭ ̜̩̤ 60 ˿ ˿̩̠̞ĸ ̘̜Ǜ 

 
 ̠̋˫˿̩ ̜̪ƍĸ ˿̡̱ʍ ̢̒ ̤˫̡Ǭ̤̟ ̞̇Ȥǭ̞ ̤̪̜ʛ̜̌ ˱ǭʚ̡ ˯Ǭ̱Ǭ ̡̤̟ ̘̥Ĺ. ̱̖ ˡ ˹̱̤ˠ ̖ɺ ̜̩̤ 60Ĺ. ̋ ̠˫˿̩ 

̜̪ƍĸ ˿̡̞ ̱Ȉ̢̱ʍ ɛ̤̩˫ŗ˿ ˿̠̩ ʲʠɗ ˿̩ǚ̞̎˿̌ ˭̞Ǭ ̘̪̟Ǜ̜ ̤˫̜̞́ ̱ʧ. ˹̔ ̩ ˄̌ ̱ɺ ̔ĸ̡̩ ʫ ̜̪ƍĸ ʲʠɗȤ̱Ŗ 

˿̪̘ʩ̜ ̤̥ ˳̖ȤȎ̡ ȥ̤̩̜ ̤˫̜̞́ ̡̤̟ 95ĸ ̱̖ˡ˿̡̩̎ ̡̘Ǭ̡̩̱̖́ ̞̩̜̌ ˭̘ ̤̜Ǭ ʫ̱̞ɽ. 
 
̜̩̞̩ ̢̨̩̤ǲ̞ ̱̖ˡ̱̥ˡǬ ̜̩̞̩ ˿̡̠̩ ̱̜̱̒ĸ ˿̠ĸ ̟̌ ǯ̠ ̡̘Ǭ̡̩̱̖́ ̞̩̜̌ ̥̪Ĺʩ̜ ̜ ˭̘̌ ̤ǯƹ ʨ̞ ̥̪Ĺ ˿ʜ̐Ĺ. 

˭Ǯ̞̒ ̪̖́ ˳̔Ȥ ˭̖ɻȤ̜ ˭̖̩̞́̒ ˳̱̤̩̔ ˭̘ ˭ǭȤ ˱ƹʨ̞ ʐǯ ̱Ȉ ̪̖́ ˄̒ ̪̚ʢ̜̌ ˿̩̠̞ʎ ̱ɺ. 
 
1959 ̡ ̩ʗʽ˿ ̤˫̡Ǭ̤̟ ̛̤̩̱ʧȍ ˭̘ ̤̩̜̩ƍ˿ ˅.ǉ.˺. ř̡̐ʗ̖̕ ̜̥̩̒ ʺ ̠˫˿̩ ̜̪ƍĸ ˿̡̞ ̤̗̥̩ ɽ̨̠̤̩̖̓ 

̱́ˡ̖̪̎ŗʠ̠ĸ ˱Ȍ˿̦ ʐǯ ̞̪ʎ ˱Ȍʚ̘Ǭ ˿̦ ̱̞ˢ̡̖̩̇ ˺˿̜ǭ˿̡ ̤ɺ̜̒ ʨ̞. ̡̤ ̟ 40ĸ ̘̜̐ ˹̞ ʨƷȤ ʨ̌ ̜ǯʫ 

̱̞ˢ̡̖̩̇ĸ ̘̜̐ĸ̜ ʨ̞. Ŀ̞ ̩Ǭ̜˿ Ĺʛ̜̌ ́Ǭ ˳Ǭ̤̩̥̞̞Ȥ ʨʨ̕ ̱̥ˠǯ ȥ̤̩ ̘ˆ̫̜̌̚ ̠ĸʨ̞. 2001 ȍ ̘Ǭ ʫ ˭̘ 

̡̱̖̒ ̛̤̩̘ǭ ̱̟ˡ̖ʠǈ ̔ ˭ʠʨ̨̤ ̜̥̩̒ ̱Ŗ ˭ɛǭ̥̒ ̳̕ʗ̞̞ ̤̥ ˿̪̘ʩ̜ ȥ̤̩ ˹̡˿̌ ˄Ʒ ̤˫̨̤˿̰ǭ˿ ˿̌ʐǯ ɖʡ̗̚ 

˯̜ǭ ̱̜ˡȤƷ ̱́ˡ̘ʠ̡̠ ̜̥̩̱̒Ŗ ˭ȧŜ̥̞ ǯʡȤ ˭̘̌ ˿̠̩ɘ̟̱̞Ȥ  ˱̎ɺ ˿̪̪̚ʠ̠ĸ ̠̩̪́̚Ȧ̜̌ ̥̪Ĺʨ̞. 

̖̩̞˿Ǭ̡̱ʍǬ ̤̜ƍ˿Ǭ̡̱ʍǬ ˳Ǭ̤̩̥̞, ˿ ̪̘ʩ̜ ̤̥ ̱̖ˡ̜ˆʜ ̘ʚ̒ʓ̩́ ȥ̤̩ 90 ̡̖  ̤˫̡Ǭ̤̟̞ ̤̜̟Ȉȍ ˭̘̌ ɨɺ ̜̥̠ 

ȥ̜˿̦ ˭̱ɕ̜ ɽ̨̠̤̩̖̞̓ ʫ óʨ̢̨ɻ̘̩̞̒ô̌    ̡̱́ȍ̜̌ ̥̪Ĺʨ̞. 
 
̢̒ ̤˫̡Ǭ̤̟ ̞̇Ȥǭ ˳̱̦̠ ̤̪̜ʛ̜̌ ̱̘̟ ˱̥̦ ̜̩̠̱ʍ ɛ̤˫́ ̢̩̠̩̱ʧ ̡̪̎ ˿̌ʐǯ ȥ̜ ˿̟ ̪́Ȧ̜̌ ˭ț̨̣̩̖̍ ˿̟ 

́ȥɽ. ˹̜  ˭̟ɽ̐ ̤̩ĸ̣̩Ǭ ˿̟ ̪́Ȧ̜̌ ˿̡̪̘̱ɽ. ̖̩ ̞˿Ǭ̡̞ ̟̖̔ ɘȈ̠̞̩́ ˿ʪʜȤ ʪ̡̔, ̖̩ ̞˿Ǭ̡̞ ̤̥ ʨ̩̞̕˿ 

̜ǚ̠̞̎ ̡̱̒ ˭̘̱Ŗ ˳̘ʛ̜ ̤̥̱̞ˢ̞́ ̔ĸ̡ɽ. 2022 ̡̱̘̟̩̚ʚ 18 ̡̖  Ȍ̖ ̡̪̎ ȥ̜˿̦ óʨ̢̨ɻ̘̩̞̒ô̌  ̡̱́ȍ̜ ˭̟ɽǝ 

˿̟ ̱̖́ ˱Ȍʚ ̜̤ 60 ˳̘ ʛ̜ ̡̢̱̞Ȥ ˿̡̪̘̱ɽ. ˹̜  ˭̟ɽ̐ ̞̪̇́Ȧ̜ ̤̗̥̩ ̤ ̩̜̩ƍ˿Ǭ̡̞ ̱̜̱̥̞ʩ̜ ̖̩̞˿Ǭ̡̱ʍ̔ 

̡́ĺ̜ʎ. 
 

EDITORIAL 

˿ǯ̡̪Ĺ̞  

At the 1959 Annual General Meeting, member 
C.D.A.Gunawardane moved a resolution to have a club house for 
the Magic Circle. It took over 4 decades to obtain a block of land 
for this purpose.   

 
This was the main project in the dreams of our third President 
Ronald De Alwis. We owe much gratefulness to Late Hon. Monti 
Gopallawa, then Minister of Cultural Affairs for taking steps to 
allocate a plot of land for this purpose. Thanks to the 
membership and well wishers we were able to accomplish the 
Stage 1 of the building project with our 90

th
 anniversary. We 

must determine to complete the building within next 5 years and 
have the grand opening ceremony on 18

th
 February 2022. 

 

 

4th Ms. Lilani De Mel 
5th Alex Perera 
7th Franklyn Hewavitharana 
10th U. Abhayakumara 
25th Asanka Pathirana 
25th Roshini Jayasekara 
 

 


