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October Gettogether ¢ 30.10.2016

The Octobergeti 2 ASGKSNJ 61 & KStR |G d&=AaKYA (i1R.D0LEme Meinbess yresentt d m
Amarasiri Wijesinghe, Asanka K. Pathirana, C. Heendeniya, Chandrasena Gamage, Bdrena Devsiri Fernando,
Dinesh Thangavel, Jagath Varuna, Keerthi Weerawardena, Lalith Wickremasinghe, M.A.T. Peiris, M. K. Wimalasenz
NamindaWarakagoda, Priyanth&amage, Ranjith&®atnapala, Rohan Jayasekara, Shelton Jayasekera, Suranijith De
Soysa, Veantha Siriwardena, Vihan Malitha, and W. S. BotejGhrisantha Silva, H. D. N. Gunasekera, Joy de Silva,
Wilhelm Perera and Thusitha Jayasekiefarmed their inability to attend. The proceedings of the day started with
the lighting of the floating lam@President Rohan welcomed the gathering and thanked for their presence.

{AE yS6 YSYOSNAX®PH  Saz FTNRY
number of recruitment at a time, in recent months. President
Rohan Jayasekera welcomed them and administered the oath.
(Seedzy RSNJ WbSg aSYOSNERQO

Star attraction of the day as stated in the October special
bulletin was a show given by President Rohan Jayasekera with
the young talent. The show was started by Rohan and then
followed by Chanul Perera, Vihan Malitha and Asanka
Pahirana in a given sequence. The main feature of the show
was the continuity of the act at the time of changeover of

magicians. As Rohan finished his act with a card trick, Chenuyl.
started With a card trick. Chenul completed his performance with [

GAGK | FANB OGd !'alylls GKS |k
took over with his opening act, fire to cane. Dinesh Thangave
also entertained the crowd by performing a coin trick. At the end g
of the show President Rohan presented with gifts to the three @
young performers as tokens of appreciation.

It was the time to celebrate the birthdays of President Rohan
t NBAARSY(G 9YSNARGdza w2yl fR | YR
and monthly treat sponsoredly them. A special birthday gift was

presented to Ronald by the President Rohan. Those who present had the opportunity to see the video screening
0KS Wal 3A0AlLY 2F (KS | SIND O2yidSad 5+5¢ ¢KS 12BOBHO.SSR.

of. -
il T

NEW MEMBERS¥¢ KS 21 yRQ ¢St 02YSa GKSY (2 (GKS 22NIR :

1. Jagath Anura Keerthi, Bollatha, Ganemulla (Ordinary Member)
2. Mr. Wasantha Siriwardane, Thalwatte, Gonawela (Ordinary Member)
3. S.S.A. Kumara, Koratota, Kaduwela (Ordinary Member)
4. Ms. Prajani Padmasiri, Angoda (Junior Member)
5. Mast. Chenul Dissanayake, Thalapathpitiya (Junior Member)
6. Ms. Siluni Dissanayake, Thalapathpitiya (Junior Member)
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Down the memory lane by HDN
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Our Ancestorg VlI
Raja Hewavitharana . . =~ _ Y, t' ~

Whenli KS W! 3320AFGA2Y 21
resurrected in 1950s, in addition to the old
members from 19204ew new comers

joined the circle. One of them was Mr.
Rajasinghe Hewavitharana.

Raja Hewavitharanto, hailed froma Ceylonese
aristocratic backgroundquite different from that

2F adzRI f A& NJ ! Wds Ngran@sdnl NJ
of the Mudaliyar Don Carolis Hewavitharana and

a nephew of Rev. Anagarika Dharmapala. His
father Edmonda Sinhalese Buddhist leadavas
arrested and imprisoned for life by the colonial
rulers, during the religious disturbances 1915.
Edmondpassed away while serving his sentence
at Jaffna Prison.

Born in 1898, Raja had his education at the Royal College where he won colours én &aggcket Then he proceeded to
England for his higher studiés EngineeringReturningfrom England hgoined the family businesses. &s educatedyoung
nationalist leader hecontested forMatara seatat the State Counciélection in1936 and won wih a convincing majority(His
brother Neil too was elected from Udugama seat at the same electi®a)a held the post ahe Minister of LaborIndustry&
Commerceati KS LINB AYRSLISYRSYyOS /Set2y Ay ™dvmaslabnchddi®x NR & & hizddzNi
residence on 6" September, 1946. He was the Chairman of the Don Carolis & Sons Co. Ltd. and Ceylon Match Co. Ltd. {
Elephants MatctCo.)

Raja Hewavith@na had diversified interestséle was a ardent Buddhist leadeand socid worker. He had been in the managing
02FNR& 2F ASOSNIft OKFNRGFOES AyadilAaildzi SRapwas iSsirymnantalin fatSding tBeNJ
BKENNELIFEE /28383 tFyyAALRGA &L ®Sihda Bavuddad [GEKKSS  Lydzoit AA2ayK- S N a2
Raja was in the key positions of the Y.M.B.A., Ceylon Cricket Association, Sinhales€l8pahd Chamber of Commerdée

was one of the wealthiest Ceylonese businessman and Philanthropist of théndb956 Bandaranake Governmengappointed

him as Ceylonese Ambassador to Burma. | know, the only road named after a past SLMC member, other than Mudaliyar
P'YFENFaS{FNY gl & GKS Wwl el 1Sgl@AGKEIENYYF albglidKFQ G whkal

0¢K2dzZaK y2i NBt SOyl G2 faileddsdhave Dides of Hisod8 yositlori.)t G KSasS RSGl

With all these activitiesand responsibilitiesRaja Hewavitharandnad become a magic loveNot only amagic lover
0 dzii I fedofning MadtianQ It was not clear wherRajaacquired his interest in Magi®robably,during his
studentship in England. Raja had been strength to the ACM and SLMC in 1950s, to bring back the past glory tc
circle. He was a founder charter member of the 1.BRthg 139 in 1954Amidst the plenty of business and social
obligations, he was always ready to perform at SLMC shows. He liked to come on stage in aid of deserving caus
whatever social or religious organization. Whether in Colombo or at any oth@nded town, he enjoyed travelling
and performing with brother magicians. His mottowias S ¢K2 oONAy 3da KIF LA yYySaa (2
K A Y & $houglé a Buddhist leadgnis magicact was artfArabiatbne.wl 21 OF YS 2y adl 3 I
O2ft 2NFdzAf ! N} 6AO FGUGANBO® | A4 KdzY2NJ I yR Wt 2f AGAOTAY
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who had rubbed shoulders with the leading politicians of the day, he was at ease ke smcgstic comments on
WW2KN .  YRFEQ 2NJ Fye 20KSNX® wl 2F g Albet @res@it, CHlONTb&S 3/ éind K
Wt | £ Y [/ 2 dzthBaeat tiek Bemisds yére regular venue for SLMC functions and socials.

Raja Hewavitharana passed away at an unexpected moment'dduly 1958. Few weeks prior to his demise the circle

SYGiSNIFAYSR (KS GA&aAGAY I | dzaAYHEND /f 2 dzNAT Gudy, Ristybve bays b¥f@e his|
untimely death, he appeared at a fund raising shiowthe Y.W.C.A. Hostel and took his final bow from the stage. He
was a senior Vice President of the SLMC at the time of his demise. The SLMC alés/sdad counsel and help.

[ AYR2Y 1t gA4Z O0tNRFTD 5Q! & { KUBNE S NR LAY NAYSKBESNYEX
hissimplicity, freedom of movements and pleasant waysis death casts a terrible gloom over the cigcle.

On Sunday Z1September 1958, the Circle organized a grand Magical Performance on his memory at the Y.M.B
. 2NBffl X YR GKS LINRPOSSRa 6SNB R2yIFGSR (2 GKS -ifMawl f f
Sinha Weerasekara, stated;

A know for certain that my late fathan-law spent some of the happiest hours of his life with the members of your

OANDE S i 22dNJ dzadz £ WSBSy Ay 3 anady busBessiad®réligiali@activitedandhe |
OSNIHAyte F2dzyR Ay 22dNJ OANDES KA& YdzOK ySSRSK
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Receiving the chief guest H.E. the Governor Sir |
Oliver Gunatilakeon August 30, 1957 at Royal ‘-\
/2t€S83S 1+t F2N(RaE Sithy
a hand on hip, wearing a Fez cap. He used the =

Cap as the egg bag & presented the trick
humorously.)

(Picture courtesy P.E. Ronald De Alwis)

Peter Marveyg
one of the most copied magic artists of our time.

the most c@ied magic artists of our timePeter Marvey encourages
new talents to discover their originality in their own way.

IS aleayra>So8SNAFAINIAAGEZ 0S5 @
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Magician of theYear & Master Magician Contest 2016

The above contests were held at the Army Hospital Auditorium on the 19th October 2016.
The Judges were Madam Laura Davies, Deputy High Commissioner, British High Commission,

Joseph Schaller, Cultural Attaabiethe US Embassy and Mr. Sam Bresnick of (l&&lam Davies is
the daughter of Mr. Alan Williams, A.l.M.C.; who was our guest from U.K. at the monthly gatheri
January & February 2016. She has the khow on the background of magand her analytical report
on the contests, appead in October issue of The Wgnd

The SLMC offids were as follows. Ronald De Alwis (Chairman of Contest), Rohan Jaya
(Technical Judge), Crishanta Silva (Statistician), Suranjith de Soysa (Stage Manager). The p
were Devsiri Fernando (English) and S.K. Dharamapala (Sinhala). Kamal$benangsh Thangavg
and M.K.Wimalasena (Official helpers on stage), Iranga Gunawardana and Sanjeewa Hewap
(Videographers). The Chief Guests were Major General. S.H. Munasinghe and Brigadie
Vidanage. This year there were three contestaristvy’ 3 F2 NJ G KS Wal 3A OA |
0KS Wal adSNJ al 3AO0AlLY GAGESQd ¢K2dAK Fff GKJ
judges and the deliberation time, only Asanka Pathirane and Kirthi Weerawardane were present
briefing and none reported at the deliberation.

By 5.45 p.m. the auditorium with a seating capacity for 300 spectators was over filled. The Cg¢
got off to a flying start on the dot at 6.00 p.m. as it has been always so at SLMC contests sing
¢KS FANRG O2yaSaidlyd F2N) 6KS Wal 3AO0ALY 27
Alwis performed two front curtain acts giving time for the back stage arrangements for the
Asanka Pathirana was the second contestant. WonderRo Ralgasekera came in front curtain to f
the gap. Third contestant was Keerthi Weerawardane. This was followed by Thusitha Jayase
the Masters title. After the judges gave their verdict, Maestro Sumangala Silva voluntarily prese
superb Magic Shw in bewildering and dazzling style, followed by Shadowgraphy and a hilg
Ventriloquism Act which kept the audience alive with entertainment.

The chief guests, three judges, Maestro Sumangala and President Emeritus, President, V.P.(C
Suranjih and General Secretary Crishanta were invited on stage along with all the contestants.
gifts were presented to the two Army Officers, the Judges and Sumangala in appreciation @
contribution.

At the time of Awards it was announced that costints Sambuddika and Asanka had both recei
equal points on a tightly fought out contest. By a 2:1 votes the Judges took a decision that the
was Asanka Pathirane, 1st Runner UBambuddika Ratnayake and the 2nd Runner Up, Ke
Weerawardane sice he received over 60 points. Masters award was not presented this year 3
minimum points level of 75 was not reached by the contestant.

¢KS blraGA2ylf ! yiKSY g+ a &adzy3a +FyR (KS S@Sy
leaving on a satisfd and happy note. The two and a half hour of entertainment was meticulo
planned out without any flaws and the entire audience stayed on till the end at 8.40 p.m.

We owe a word of special thanks to the President Emeritus Lt.Col.(rtd) Ronald De faxl
negotiating, and Major General Munasinghe & Brigadier Vidanage, for their approval of providi
Army Hospital Auditorium for this event, with free provision of Sound, Lighting, Curtains and Us
provided by army personnel. This arrangemenswautually beneficial as the SLMC got a venue
modern facilities and a superb audience, whereas thpatients and the staff of military hospital ha
an evening of enchanting magic. At last but not least we wish to thank all the SLMC membe
army personnel who provided behind the scene assistance to make this event a success.
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EDITORIAL
It is time to start the countdown.

Ly FAGS @SIFNBR GAYS 4SS oAttt 06S NBFIOKAY3I GKS a/ SyaSylIl NBE
is our duty to see that it will be celebrated in a grand scale, so that the public would know that there had been a bar
Magical Paternity who maintained the flame of this secret art for 100 long years.

It is time to evaluate what we have achieved so far and what is left to be accomplished before the centenary?

At the 1959 Annual General Meeting, membe
C.D.A.Gunawardanenoved a resolution to have a club house fo
the Magic Circle. It took over 4 decades to obtain a block of la
for this purpose.

Model of proposed Sri Lanka Magic Circle building

This was the main project in the dreams of our third Presidel
Ronald De Alwis. We owe much gratefulness to Late Hon. Mo
Gopallawa, then Minister of Cultural Affairs for taking steps t
allocate a plot of land for this purpose. Thanks to th
membership and well wishers we were able to accomplish tF
Stage 1 of the building project with our 98 anniversary. We
must determine to complete the building within next 5 years anc
have the grand opening ceremony on ”IaFebruary 2022.

The ground floor of the building

5 years or 60 months, is not a long time with such ataskim Yy R® LG R2SayQid YIGGSNI 6K2
and who will be in the board of management. We all must strengthen the hands of who ever in the affités the duty of the
leadership to plan it now itself to reach the target.
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4" Ms. Lilani De Mel

5 Alex Perera

7" Franklyn Hewavitharana
10"  U. Abhayakumara

25" Asanka Pathirana

25" Roshini Jayasekara
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